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The righteous 

man walks in his 

integrity; His 

children are 

blessed after him.

Proverbs 20:7



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Denise grew up feeling unloved and unwanted. Her mom was a drifter 
who abandoned the family when Denise was in first grade.

Her father, a man already prone to rage, began to drink heavily.

He would scream at her each night when he came home drunk. He 
pelted her with words that might as well have been stones. Ugly. 
Worthless. Stupid. Unwanted. Useless.

Though Denise tried hard to please her dad, nothing was ever good 
enough. When she grew up, she moved to another state.

She met a man she loved and married him. They had three kids together.

She and her husband attended church together. Denise even taught a 
Sunday School class to five-year-olds. But she couldn’t shake the feeling 
that God was deeply disappointed in her.

Lily, an older woman at church, took Denise under her wing. When 
Denise shared her fears that God felt let down, Lily said, “Your identity 
doesn’t come from what your earthly dad said about you.

It comes from God the Father and He sees you as His beloved child.”

Today’s Devotion – Beloved Child

Today 1



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

Today This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Today’s Promise Today’s Tasks

1

Listen to your father, who gave you 
life, and do not despise your mother 

when she is old. – Proverbs 23:22

Proverbs 4:11-15 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Notes for Reflection Today’s Encouragement

“See what great love the Father has 
lavished on us, that we should be called 
children of God!” – 1 John 3:1, NIV

Today I Am Thankful For

Today’s Prayer

God, sometimes past wounds make it hard 
for me to believe who I am. Help me to 
remember that I am Your beloved child. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen.

Today’s Scripture



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

When James was just three years old, his father was killed overseas. From 
that day forward, Gary, his father’s best friend, took the boy under his wing. 

Gary took James camping and showed him how to fish. He told him stories 
about what James’ father had been like and the adventures they’d gone on.

When James was in grade school, Gary taught him how to throw a baseball 
and he showed up for every high school football game that James played. He 
even took James shopping and bought a suit so he could go to prom.

In his sophomore year of college, James received an urgent call from his 
mother. Gary had a stroke and was in the hospital. James dropped everything 
and came to Gary’s bedside but the older man never recovered.

Later, a nurse gave James a box of Gary’s personal effects. After he found 
himself up late one night and unable to sleep, James went through the box. 
He stopped when he came across Gary’s Bible.

Opening it carefully, the worn pages flipped to Psalm 68, where verse 5 was 
underlined in red. “A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, is God in 
his holy dwelling.”

Seeing the words made James thankful for Gary’s faith and his constant care 
and provision for a little boy. When James was married, he chose to continue 
Gary’s work by becoming a foster parent and welcoming boys into his home 
that had never known the love of a good father.

Today’s Devotion – A Father to the Fatherless

Today 2



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

Today This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Today’s Promise Today’s Tasks

2

And, “I will be a Father to you, and you 
will be my sons and daughters, says the 

Lord Almighty.” - 2 Corinthians 6:18

Deuteronomy 1:31 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Notes for Reflection Today’s Encouragement

“A father to the fatherless, a defender of 
widows, is God in his holy dwelling.”
– Psalm 68:5, NIV

Today I Am Thankful For

Today’s Prayer

God, thank You for being a Father to the 
fatherless! Let me show Your love and 
kindness to a child in need today. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen.

Today’s Scripture



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Two weeks ago, Richard came home from work to discover his house had 
been burglarized. Thankfully, his wife and children weren’t home when it 
happened.

So, Richard filed a police report and waited anxiously to hear if the 
criminals had been caught. Despite the fact that the event seemed 
random, Richard could still sense anxiety from his family.

His youngest son, David, had difficulty falling asleep. So each night, the 
little boy would crawl into his father’s bed.

Richard tried to soothe his son. He read bedtime stories, sang funny 
songs, and shared his favorite memories from own childhood.

Finally in frustration, Richard glanced at the ceiling. How do I comfort 
him, God? What should I tell my son?

The verse that Richard had read recently in his devotional time came 
back to him. He wrapped his arms around David, “You feel how I’m 
holding you? No one could take you out of my hands because I’m your 
dad. You’re safe right here.”

David yawned, “I love you, daddy.” He whispered before he fell to sleep.

Today’s Devotion – In My Hands

Today 3



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

Today This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Today’s Promise Today’s Tasks

3

I will be his father, and he will be my son. 
When he does wrong, I will punish him 

with a rod wielded by men, with floggings 
inflicted by human hands. - 2 Samuel 7:14

Psalm 127: 3-5 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Notes for Reflection Today’s Encouragement

“My Father, who has given them to me, is 
greater than all; no one can snatch them 
out of my Father’s hand.” – John 10:29, NIV

Today I Am Thankful For

Today’s Prayer

God, when the events of my life are scaring 
me, remind me again that You’re holding 
onto me. I know I’m safe in Your arms. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen.

Today’s Scripture



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Luke was ten when his mother remarried a man named Dean. Along with 
Dean came two stepbrothers around the same ages. Sadly, Luke’s mother 
died just two weeks after the wedding.

There was no family that could take Luke in so Dean raised him. Luke 
smiles when he thinks of his stepfather, “My own father walked out 
when I was just a baby. But Dean treated me just like his son. He never 
once made me feel unwanted or unwelcome.”

Like a father would, Dean took time to mentor and pour into Luke. He 
taught him how to drive, helped him get his first job, and cheered him on 
when he earned a baseball scholarship to a local college.

When Luke got married, he asked Dean to be his best man. “Dean didn’t 
just love me. He taught me how to love and that’s something I’ll carry 
with me for the rest of my life. No one else wanted me but Dean took me 
in.” 

Perhaps like Luke you’ve known pain when it comes to an earthly father. 
Maybe your dad walked out on his family. Maybe he struggled with an 
addiction that left you feeling fatherless.

But there is a loving Father who wants to take you in. He welcomes you 
into His home and adopts you the same way Dean did for Luke. 

Today’s Devotion – The Adopted Son

Today 4



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

Today This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Today’s Promise Today’s Tasks

4

He will turn the hearts of the parents to 
their children, and the hearts of the 

children to their parents; - Malachi 4:6

1 Corinthians 16:13 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Notes for Reflection Today’s Encouragement

Because you are his sons, God sent the 
Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit 
who calls out, “Abba, Father.” So you are no 
longer a slave, but God’s child; and since 
you are his child, God has made you also an 
heir. – Galatians 4:6-7, NIV

Today I Am Thankful For

Today’s Prayer

God, when I hurt, let me remember that 
You adopted me. I am Your beautiful child 
and You are my faithful Father. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen.

Today’s Scripture



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Logan grew up in a religious household. He went to church every week 
and attended a private Christian school. He exceled in Bible trivia and 
could even recite a few verses. But Logan didn’t know God.

“Growing up, I got the impression that God loved me but He didn’t really 
like me,” Logan says.

It was an impression that stayed with Logan and dictated many of his life 
choices. He went to the “right” college and married the “right” woman. 
He was constantly worried about impressing God.

During a men’s group meeting one night, the leader opted for the class 
to study the book of Daniel.  As Logan read about Daniel’s encounter 
with the angel, something clicked.

“In this passage, the phrase ‘highly esteemed’ also means ‘precious’ or 
‘greatly loved’.” The leader explained.

For the first time, Logan began to understand God’s great love. “It was 
like being given sight after blindness.

I realized that God loves me and He doesn’t need me to complete some 
special checklist. He loves me right where I am and that knowledge is 
transforming me daily.” 

Today’s Devotion – Precious to God

Today 5



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

Today This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Today’s Promise Today’s Tasks

5

Endure hardship as discipline; God 
is treating you as his children. For 

what children are not disciplined by 
their father? - Hebrews 12:7

2 Timothy 3:15 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Notes for Reflection Today’s Encouragement

He said, "Daniel, you who are highly 
esteemed, consider carefully the words I 
am about to speak to you, and stand up, for 
I have now been sent to you.“
– Daniel 10:11, NIV

Today I Am Thankful For

Today’s Prayer

God, when I’m tempted to work for your 
favor or approval, send reminders that You 
love me. I want to stop striving and just 
rest in Your love. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Today’s Scripture



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Sherry let out a deep breath when she looked at the imposing hospital 
building. She’d traveled all night to get to her parents. Her mother’s 
breathless call in the wee hours of the morning had roused her from a 
sound sleep.

She’d caught only a couple of words during their rushed conversation.
Heart attack. Surgery. Come now.

When Sherry hurried into the waiting room, she found her mother 
sipping coffee and watching the clock. She wrapped her arms around her 
mom, noticing how frail she suddenly seemed.

After the surgery was over, Sherry and her mom were allowed into the 
recovery room with him. Sherry sat at the end of his bed, sharing funny 
stories she remembered from her childhood.

She stayed at her father’s side, wanting to be there the moment her dad 
opened his eyes. But in the middle of the night, she woke to a small 
sound. She listened for a moment before she realized her mom was 
singing old hymns while her dad squeezed her hand.

Even in the face of pain and uncertainty, you can find comfort in your 
Heavenly Father’s arms. He has made a covenant of peace that extends 
to all of His children.

Today’s Devotion – Covenant of Peace

Today 6



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

Today This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Today’s Promise Today’s Tasks

6

The father of a righteous chil has great 
joy;  a man who fathers a wise son 

rejoices in him. - Proverbs 23:24

Genesis 18:19 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Notes for Reflection Today’s Encouragement

“Though the mountains be shaken and the 
hills be removed, yet my unfailing love for 
you will not be shaken nor my covenant of 
peace be removed,” says the Lord, who has 
compassion on you. – Isaiah 54:10, NIV

Today I Am Thankful For

Today’s Prayer

God, grant me peace when those I love are 
hurting. Show me how to encourage and 
strengthen those around me. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen.

Today’s Scripture



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Aaron was a mechanic working in Atlanta when he met his wife, Sophie, 
through a dating site. Sophie was up-front from the beginning that she was a 
single mom.

Though Aaron had never imagined dating a woman with children, he couldn’t 
deny he felt drawn to Sophie. From their first date, she felt like a long-lost 
friend. They bonded over their shared interests of hiking and camping.

After a year together, Aaron proposed. They chose a simple wedding and 
quickly purchased a beautiful home in the suburbs.

Not everything was smooth-sailing with Sophie’s kids. Aaron did his best to 
build a bond with each child. But some days, he wondered if they’d ever 
accept him and allow him to love them. Every time he thought he was making 
progress, something would happen to make him doubt it.

When he went to move a notebook left in the living room floor, Aaron caught 
the beginning of an essay Sophie’s youngest daughter had started. “My daddy 
died when I was three. So I asked God to send me a new one and he did! His 
name is Aaron and he makes the best pancakes. Plus, he does funny voices.”

The note made Aaron smile and gave him strength to keep going.

It can be hard for everyone involved in a blended family, especially step-
parents. You may feel like your step kids hate you or that what you’re doing 
isn’t making a difference. But showing love and grace to your stepchildren can 
change the course of their lives.

Today’s Devotion – Loving Your Blended Family

Today 7



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

Today This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Today’s Promise Today’s Tasks

7

Do everything in love.
- 1 Corinthians 16:14

1 Chronicles 29:27 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Notes for Reflection Today’s Encouragement

“The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit 
that we are God's children.”
– Romans 8:16, NIV

Today I Am Thankful For

Today’s Prayer

God, blended families aren’t easy. When 
it’s hard to love, remind me again that 
Jesus can from a blended family, too. Let 
me be compassionate toward everyone in 
my household. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Today’s Scripture



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Charlie loved baseball from the time he was little. It was his father’s passion, too, 
and they both watched the games together. His father was quick to quote statistics 
for various players.

Whenever a baseball player was mentioned in a conversation, his dad could spout 
the number of homeruns he had, how his season was going, and other facts.
In high school, Charlie became the pitcher for his team. He was constantly thinking 
about his stats and using them to determine his worth. If he pitched a good game 
and his numbers were good, Charlie felt worthy.

But if the team had lost or his stats were lowered by a point or two, Charlie felt bad 
about himself. After a particularly bad game, Charlie apologized to his dad.
His dad frowned, “Why are you apologizing? You pitched a great game! You should 
be proud.”

“But I made a crucial mistake early on and that made my stats go down. I’ll never 
get into a great college with those numbers.”

Charlie’s dad put a hand on his shoulder, “Your value isn’t found in your stats. I love 
you because you’re my son. Even if you never pitched another game, I would still 
love and support you.”

Sometimes, it can be tempting to live like Charlie. You’re always counting up your 
“score”. You encouraged a friend (+1 point) but you yelled at your four-year-old in 
the checkout line (-3 points). 

But just like Charlie’s dad, God isn’t keeping score. He loves you just because You’re 
His child and He’ll continue to love you until the end of time. 

Today’s Devotion – The Score Card

Today 8



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

Today This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Today’s Promise Today’s Tasks

8

And, “If it is hard for the righteous to 
be saved, what will become of the 

ungodly and the sinner?” - 1 Peter 4:18

Ephesians 3:20 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Notes for Reflection Today’s Encouragement

“So don’t be afraid; you are worth more 
than many sparrows.” 
– Matthew 10:31, NIV

Today I Am Thankful For

Today’s Prayer

God, when I’m keeping score, help me to relax. 
You’re not counting my sins or measuring my 
value. You loved me yesterday, You love me 
today, and You’ll love me tomorrow, no 
matter what. Thank You for that steadfast 
love! In Jesus’ name, Amen.Today’s Scripture



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

He walked for two days. His back was achy and sore. His mouth was so dry all he 
could taste was the sand that coated the ground.

But still, he’d come. He’d traveled all this way prompted by one question, “What 
if…?”

He’d heard the Messiah’s claims. Some said Jesus had brought a dead man back to 
life. Others recounted tales of healing for their children. 
It was this thought that had brought him all this way. He looked down now at the 
sleeping boy cuddled in his arms. So rarely was his son at peace that this was a 
special moment.

He hated to wake him but he was eager to see if the Messiah could heal him. He 
took the boy to the Messiah’s disciples and waited patiently. But as the minutes 
stretched out, he found the sour taste of disappointment on his tongue.
Another failed effort. Could no one heal his child?

Just as the thought passed through his mind, the Messiah appeared. “What’s going 
on here?” He asked in a quiet tenor.

There was something in his eyes, a compassion that made the father speak. He 
poured out the whole story to Jesus, then added humbly at the end, “But if you can 
do anything, take pity on us and help us.” (Mark 9:22)
“If,” Jesus quirks an eyebrow, “Everything is possible for those who believe!” (Mark 
9:23)

In the barren land, the father drops to his knees. He feels more desperation than 
faith at this point. “I do believe! Help my unbelief!” 

Today’s Devotion – The Doubtful Father

Today 9



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

Today This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Today’s Promise Today’s Tasks

9

But as for me and my 
household, we will serve 
the Lord.” - Joshua 24:15

Colossians 3:20 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Notes for Reflection Today’s Encouragement

A man in the crowd answered, “Teacher, I 
brought you my son, who is possessed by a 
spirit that has robbed him of speech.” 
– Mark 9:17, NIV

Today I Am Thankful For

Today’s Prayer

God, show me how to trust You in the hard 
moments. Let my faith be louder than my 
doubts. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Today’s Scripture



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Stacey felt her stomach clench the moment her car rammed into the stopped 
one. She ran a shaky hand through her hair and let out a deep breath. “He’s 
going to kill me,” she repeated softly under her breath.

A moment later, an older woman appeared at her car door. 
“Are you OK?” They both asked each other at the same time. 
Stacey recognized the woman as Mrs. Georgia, the local librarian. “I think I’m 
good.” She assured Georgia.

“Is this your first fender bender? Mine was over thirty years ago. You never 
forget that first one. Now, here’s what you need to do: call your father. Your 
parents need to know you’re alright.”

Stacey nodded and pulled her smartphone from her purse. She found her 
father’s contact and called him at his office. She apologized again and again, 
but the only thing her father seemed to be interested in was her.

“Are you sure you’re not injured? Don’t worry about the car. I can replace it. I 
can’t replace you.” Her father reassured.

Stacey made a careless mistake behind the wheel of her car. But her father’s 
only concern was for her well-being.

When you sin or make a mistake, God feels compassion for you. He’s not 
angry or waiting to punish you. Instead, He longs to comfort you. 

Today’s Devotion – Full of Compassion

Today 10



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

Today This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Today’s Promise Today’s Tasks

10

Be joyful in hope, patient 
in affliction, faithful in 
prayer. - Romans 12:12

Proverbs 3:11-12 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Notes for Reflection Today’s Encouragement

“The LORD is gracious and compassionate, 
slow to anger and rich in love.” 
– Psalm 145:8, NIV

Today I Am Thankful For

Today’s Prayer

God, when I mess up, help me to come to 
You first. I don’t want to try to run or hide. 
Let me remember that You feel 
compassion toward me. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen. 

Today’s Scripture



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Zoey scanned the crowd that had gathered before her track competition. 
She’d hoped to see her parents but neither had made an appearance.

Despite the fact that both worked close by, they never took time off to see 
her perform.

For years, the hurt never bothered Zoey. She watched her friend’s parents 
attend all of her competitions and events. But still, she shrugged away the 
pain.

It wasn’t until Zoey had kids of her own that she realized how often her 
parents had been absent. “They weren’t bad people,” Zoey explains, “Just 
emotionally distant.”

As she was processing the hurt, Zoey read the story of Hagar. “I could relate—
feeling rejected and alone. But then God met her and everything changed 
because He saw her. It comforted me to realize in the face of my parents’ 
rejection, God had seen me. He never missed one of my track events!”

Sometimes, the people we love overlook us. Maybe your father left your 
family and wasn’t around to attend your games. Perhaps your dad was 
emotionally distant and never a part of your life.

Even if your earthly dad has overlooked you, rest assured that your Heavenly 
Father loves you dearly! He’s never missed a moment of your life. He’ll always 
show up to support you.

Today’s Devotion – Seen By Your Father

Today 11



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

Today This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Today’s Promise Today’s Tasks

11

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, 
for this is right. - Ephesians 6:1

1 Thessalonians 2:11 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Notes for Reflection Today’s Encouragement

"You are the God who sees me," for she 
said, "I have now seen the One who sees 
me." – Genesis 16:13, NIV

Today I Am Thankful For

Today’s Prayer

God, thank You for being there for me. 
When I feel rejected by others, show me 
again that You see me and You know my 
whole story. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Today’s Scripture



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Ham, Noah’s son, comes into his father’s tent unannounced. What he sees 
stuns him. His father is sprawled across the bed, naked and exposed.

He immediately takes this information to his brothers. Perhaps Ham was 
surprised because he’d never seen his father drunk. Maybe he and his father 
had recently argued and he was delighted to see him weak and vulnerable. 
Whatever his reason, Ham told his brothers about the situation.

When Shem and Japheth hear this, their response is different. Instead of 
spreading the information throughout the household, they grab a cloak. They 
walk backwards into the tent to cover their father, never seeing his 
nakedness.

Each son had a choice that day. Ham chose to humiliate his father. Shem and 
Japheth chose to honor him.

This doesn’t mean that sins of parents should be ignored or covered in every 
situation. An angry parent who violently beats their child certainly deserves to 
be charged with a crime and punished.

However, this is not the case in the story of Noah. Rather, a loving father with 
a track record of seeking God, has sinned.

One of the sons shames his father. Two of his sons choose to show grace, 
covering him with love as in 1 Peter 4:8, “Above all, love each other deeply, 
because love covers over a multitude of sins.”

Today’s Devotion – Humiliation or Honor

Today 12



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

Today This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Today’s Promise Today’s Tasks

12

Listen, my son, to your father’s 
instruction and do not forsake your 
mother’s teaching. - Proverbs 1:8

Joshua 1:9 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Notes for Reflection Today’s Encouragement

“Noah, a man of the soil, proceeded to 
plant a vineyard. When he drank some of 
its wine, he became drunk and lay 
uncovered inside his tent.”
– Genesis 9:20-21, NIV

Today I Am Thankful For

Today’s Prayer

God, when others sin, help me not to 
rejoice in it. Instead, show me how I can 
show grace and kindness toward them. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen.

Today’s Scripture



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

He sat at the worn farmhouse table, tapping his fingers against the solid wood. 
He’d spent all night, praying desperately for answer
rs. 
The farm had been in his family for generations. He was proud of his legacy. He’d 
always dreamed of passing it onto to his two boys.

Until yesterday. His just-graduated-from-high-school son had asked him for his 
share of the farm. There were still streamers on the wall, cake dishes in the sink, 
and ink drying on the boy’s diploma.

He could say no. He’d warred with the idea into the wee hours of the morning. But 
Jason had always had a stubborn streak, the kid who had to learn things for himself 
before he’d trust anyone else.

When his wife appeared in her fuzzy robe and joined him at the table, he sent her a 
worried glance. “What should I do?”

She took his hand in hers, running her fingers over callouses. “Let him go. Perhaps 
the Lord will let him return to us in time.”

So, he did. He signed the check and handed it to his son, biting his tongue. The loss 
he felt as he watched those tail lights disappear cut deep.

Still, he rose every morning to sit on the porch. He waited what felt like lifetimes 
until the day he saw his boy on the horizon.

Sometimes, children don’t walk in the wisdom of their father. They make foolish 
decisions and won’t listen to anyone. But hold onto hope, dear one. Just like the 
prodigal father’s faith was rewarded may God let yours be too.

Today’s Devotion – When Children Stray

Today 13



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

Today This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Today’s Promise

Today’s Tasks

13

The Lord is my shepherd, I lack 
nothing. - Psalms 23:1

Proverbs 1:8 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Notes for Reflection Today’s Encouragement

Jesus continued: “There was a man who 
had two sons. The younger one said to his 
father, ‘Father, give me my share of the 
estate.’ So he divided his property between 
them.” – Luke 15:11-12, NIV

Today I Am Thankful For

Today’s Prayer

God, my heart is broken over the rebellion 
of {name of loved one}. Please direct my 
loved one back to the right path. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen.

Today’s Scripture



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Kevin grew up with his parents and sisters in a quiet neighborhood outside of 
Chicago. His father never showed up for his baseball games, never asked about his 
grades, or encouraged him to apply to college.

But Kevin’s mom was different. She was always there for her kids. She never missed 
a game, read all of his homework, and continually told Kevin how much she 
believed in him.

When Kevin ran into a problem or needed advice, he went to his mom. Whether 
big or small, he knew he could ask her for anything and she’d do her best to help 
him.

Although he didn’t realize it, his father’s lack of affection impacted Kevin’s faith, 
particularly his view of God. When his college girlfriend became pregnant, Kevin 
thought about his relationship with his dad. He was afraid to go to God.

“I was raised in a religious church, where I was told to save myself for my future 
wife. When my girlfriend became pregnant, I realized I’d made a mess of things. But 
I thought I couldn’t go to God. I thought He wanted me to figure out everything on 
my own, like my dad.”

As he was wrestling with what to do, Kevin’s boss was re-assigned. A new boss, a 
middle-aged man took the job and the two quickly bonded. Slowly, his boss poured 
into his life, showing him how to support his girlfriend and teaching him how to be 
a dad.

“Scott made me realize that God wasn’t angry with me. He was willing to guide me 
and mentor me. Because of him, I’m a better dad and better husband to my wife.”

Today’s Devotion – The Lord Is a Refuge

Today 14



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

Today This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Today’s Promise Today’s Tasks

14

Be on your guard; stand firm in 
the faith; be courageous; be 
strong. - 1 Corinthians 16:13

Matthew 23:9 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Notes for Reflection Today’s Encouragement

“The Lord is a refuge for the oppressed, a 
stronghold in times of trouble. Those who 
know your name trust in you, for you, Lord, 
have never forsaken those who seek you.” 
– Psalm 9:9-10, NIV

Today I Am Thankful For

Today’s Prayer

God, when I’m tempted to believe that I’ve 
fallen too far, remind me that You’re near. 
You care about my problems and You long 
to help me. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Today’s Scripture



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

It was supposed to be a quick stop at the department store. But with two toddlers 
underfoot, Mark’s shopping trip was quickly extended. His daughter wanted to see 
the Barbie™ dolls. His son wanted to play with the racecars.

He had just finished paying the cashier and gathering the last of the groceries. He 
turned to find his daughter alone. Glancing around, he said, “Lizzy, where is your 
brother? Where did he go?”

Without a second thought, Mark abandoned the cart of groceries he’d just paid for. 
He scooped up his daughter and began searching the register area frantically. He 
paused only long enough to ask each cashier if she’d seen a little boy pass her way.

He moved to the toy section, checking each aisle carefully. Maybe his son had come 
back to look at the red car that he asked for every time they came to the store.
Security arrived, peppering him with questions.

A missing child announcement boomed over the speakers as he struggled to 
describe what his boy was wearing. How could this have happened? I looked away 
for thirty seconds!

After a few minutes and what felt like a lifetime, one of the security guard’s radios 
crackled to life. His son had been found, napping safely on a pile of women’s t-
shirts.

The moment Mark saw his child again, he crushed him in a bear hug. When Mark 
shared the story with his friend, he said, “I never understood the urgency behind 
the parable of the lost sheep until I thought I lost my son. Then it took on a whole 
new meaning.”

Today’s Devotion – The Searching Father

Today 15



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

Today This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Today’s Promise Today’s Tasks

15

Fathers, do not embitter your 
children, or they will become 

discouraged. - Colossians 3:21

Proverbs 4:1-2 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Notes for Reflection Today’s Encouragement

“Then Jesus told them this parable: 
“Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep 
and loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the 
ninety-nine in the open country and go 
after the lost sheep until he finds it? And 
when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his 
shoulders…” – Luke 15:3-5, NIV

Today I Am Thankful For

Today’s Prayer

Thank You, God, for always seeking the 
lost sheep. No matter how far I stray, You 
never take Your eyes off me. I praise You 
for that today! In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Today’s Scripture



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Kayla’s first memory was a tender one. Her father had taken the day off 
work so he could take her and her sister to the zoo.

But she was four and she quickly grew tired from walking around.

Her father lifted her onto his shoulders. There, she sat while he pointed 
to the various creatures.

The three of them took turns making the animal noises and watching to 
see which ones would respond.

A few weeks later, Kayla’s older sister was diagnosed with a rare form of 
cancer. She lived for six more months until she lost her battle.

On what would have been Kayla’s sister’s birthday, her father came 
home. His arm was swollen and red.

He slowly moved his sleeve to reveal a tattoo, a picture of Kayla’s sister. 
“That way, she’s always with us,” her father explained.

Years later when Kayla first read Isaiah 49:6, she thought of her father.

“He loved my sister so much and he wanted the world to know. He was 
proud of her, proud of her fight and her spunk.”

Today’s Devotion – Engraved on His Palms

Today 16



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

Today This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Today’s Promise Today’s Tasks

16

Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all 

your strength. - Deuteronomy 6:5

Isaiah 64:8 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Notes for Reflection Today’s Encouragement

“See what great love the Father has 
lavished on us, that we should be called 
children of God!” – 1 John 3:1, NIV

Today I Am Thankful For

Today’s Prayer

God, sometimes past wounds make it hard 
for me to believe who I am. Help me to 
remember that I am Your beloved child. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen.

Today’s Scripture



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Years later, Ethan could still remember how he felt that moment as the clock inside 
the gym ticked. He waited with a growing sense of dread as all the other kids in his 
class were picked for teams.

When the moment came, the captain of his team looked at him scornfully, “Try not 
to mess up the game for the rest of us, lardo.”

The words cut deep into Ethan’s heart. From that moment on, Ethan defined 
himself with a host of negative words: Unwanted. Last. Worthless.

He was already the victim of bullying by his older brother at home. His parents 
turned a blind because his brother was seen as “the good one”. He got the right 
grades. He made the Dean’s list. He earned a baseball scholarship.

Ethan struggled to do well in school. He had trouble reading and he slowly found 
himself slipping into a deep depression.

But William, the school’s new Engineering teacher, noticed the boy. While Ethan 
struggled with most of his school assignments, he had a solid grasp on how to build 
things. He easily created a birdhouse, picture frames, and even a bookshelf.

William always paused to compliment Ethan’s work and encourage him. He let 
Ethan stay after class to work on projects so he didn’t have to go home. He inspired 
him to seek a degree in engineering and even wrote a letter of recommendation on 
his behalf.

Years later, Ethan graduated from college at the top of his class. He smiles when he 
thinks of William. “If there’s one person who changed my life, it was him. He was 
the first person to believe in me. He taught me that I could do more with my life.” 

Today’s Devotion – The Last One
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And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

Today This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Today’s Promise Today’s Tasks

17

Do not be like them, for your 
Father knows what you need 

before you ask him. - Matthew 6:8

2 Timothy 2:13 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Notes for Reflection Today’s Encouragement

"So the last will be first, and the first will be 
last." – Matthew 20:16, NIV

Today I Am Thankful For

Today’s Prayer

God, give me eyes to see the people 
around me that need encouragement. Let 
me speak life and kindness over them. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Today’s Scripture



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Nathan couldn’t remember the last time he hadn’t felt stressed over his job. 
The company he was working for had just gotten through a round of layoffs. 

Although his job was spared for now, he knew his department would be the 
one evaluated next.

But he still looked at the camping flyer. It was designed to be an all-boys camp 
that would be filled with father-son bonding opportunities. He wanted to go 
but he worried about missing work.

His wife smiled, “Whatever happens, God will provide for us. Go on this trip. 
Ryan’s almost twelve. He’s not going to be little forever.”

Nathan finally decided to go and went camping with his son. But it wasn’t the 
fishing or the hiking trails, he enjoyed most. “With so much time together, 
Ryan opened up to me. I got to see life through his perspective.”

It also gave Nathan a chance to understand more about his son’s personality. 
“He and I are total opposites. I never realized that’s why I had so much 
difficulty parenting him until that trip.

Now that I understand more about his personality, I’m approaching my 
parenting from a different perspective.”

Now, Nathan makes it a priority to take time each day to check in with his son. 
“Even just talking for a few minutes before bed can make a big difference in 
influencing your kids for God.” 

Today’s Devotion – Loving Your Kids
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And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

Today This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Today’s Promise Today’s Tasks

18

Yet you, Lord, are our Father. We are 
the clay, you are the potter; we are all 

the work of your hand. - Isaiah 64:8

Proverbs 10:1 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Notes for Reflection Today’s Encouragement

“Fathers, do not exasperate your children; 
instead, bring them up in the training and 
instruction of the Lord.” 
– Ephesians 6:4, NIV

Today I Am Thankful For

Today’s Prayer

God, thank You for all the godly fathers out 
in the world. Please strengthen and 
encourage them. Show them how to lead 
and love their kids. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Today’s Scripture



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Josiah was just eight years old when he began to rule in Jerusalem. His 
grandfather was King Manasseh and he was an evil man. He had idols set 
up in the Lord’s temple and encouraged the Israelite nation to worship 
these idols.

Josiah’s father was King Amon. Just like King Manasseh, Amon did evil. 
He routinely served the idols made by men’s hands.

“He forsook the Lord, the God of his ancestors, and did not walk in 
obedience to him.” – 2 Kings 21:22

After observing how his grandfather and dad had lived, Josiah made a 
bold choice. He chose to serve God wholeheartedly during his reign as 
king. He would eventually have those idols destroyed and begin a 
reformation in Israel.

If anyone could have excused their bad behavior on their family lineage, 
it was Josiah. But Josiah didn’t walk in sinful ways. Instead, he traced his 
genealogy until he found King David and chose to become like him.

Sometimes, it can be tempting to believe that no one is watching how 
you live or cares what you do. But just like David would inspire later 
generations to seek God, you can do the same thing by being faithful to 
the Lord from right where you are. 

Today’s Devotion – An Example to Follow
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And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

Today This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Today’s Promise Today’s Tasks

19

But blessed is the one who trusts 
in the Lord, whose confidence is 

in him. - Jeremiah 17:7

Malachi 1:6 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Notes for Reflection Today’s Encouragement

“He did what was right in the eyes of the 
Lord and followed completely the ways of 
his father David, not turning aside to the 
right or to the left.” – 2 Kings 22:2, NIV

Today I Am Thankful For

Today’s Prayer

God, when I’m tempted to think that my 
life isn’t influencing anyone, let me 
remember the story of Josiah. I want to be 
part of a generation that is faithful in Your 
sight. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Today’s Scripture



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Katie’s favorite childhood memories involve Saturday mornings with her 
father.

He would load her and her siblings up in the car and drive downtown to 
their favorite donut shop. He’d let each child pick a special donut.

Then he’d buy several dozen donuts and coffees. They’d take their hot 
food and begin passing them out to the homeless.

As a kid, Katie didn’t understand what her father was doing. So one 
morning, she asked him about it. “We’re showing people that God loves 
them and wants to provide for their needs,” her father explained.

When the call came that her father had passed away unexpectedly of a 
stroke, Katie flew home.

“You should have seen the turnout for his funeral,” Katie laughs, “You’d 
have thought a president died! Everybody was there to celebrate my 
father and talk about his kindness.”

After the funeral, Katie gathered with her siblings. Together, they went to 
a soup kitchen and began serving the homeless hot meals. It’s how they 
chose to remember and honor their father. 

Today’s Devotion – Legacy of Kindness

Today 20



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

Today This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Today’s Promise Today’s Tasks

20

Start children off on the way they should 
go, and even when they are old they will 

not turn from it. - Proverbs 22:6

Proverbs 14:26 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Notes for Reflection Today’s Encouragement

Suppose a brother or a sister is without 
clothes and daily food. If one of you says to 
them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well 
fed,” but does nothing about their physical 
needs, what good is it? 
– James 2:15-16, NIV

Today I Am Thankful For

Today’s Prayer

God, let me leave a legacy of kindness. 
Show me how to shine Your love on those 
who need it most. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Today’s Scripture



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Mason’s parents divorced when he was young due to his father’s alcoholism. His 
mother remarried a man who was cruel to both her and Mason. When he 
eventually died, Mason felt relief knowing his mother wouldn’t have to suffer 
anymore.

But Mason carried a lot of anger. Most of his anger was directed toward his father. 
“I kept thinking if he’d been a better man, a better husband that my life would be 
different. I’d be a better person.”

When Mason joined a campus ministry at college, he experienced the love of His 
Heavenly Father. “I struggled for a long time with the concept of God as my father 
but as time went on, I realized I could trust God.”

As his heart began to soften, Mason thought about his father. He wanted to reach 
out to the man. But what would happen? He didn’t even know where his father 
lived anymore.

Thanks to the internet and a good friend, Mason was able to track down his father. 
They spoke briefly on the phone before agreeing to meet up in person.

“I walked into that restaurant and I saw my dad. I can’t explain it but I was 
overcome with compassion for him. I had always thought about how much he’d 
hurt me. I’d never considered that he might have been hurting, too.”

It’s been a few years since their meeting and Mason calls his dad on the phone 
regularly. “I share photos of my kids with him. He’s met my wife. Things aren’t 
perfect but I want him to know that I forgive him.” 

Today’s Devotion – Showing Forgiveness

Today 21



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

Today This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Today’s Promise Today’s Tasks

21

Honor your father and your 
mother, so that you may live long 
in the land the Lord your God is 

giving you. - Exodus 20:12

Matthew 6:34 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Notes for Reflection Today’s Encouragement

“Be kind and compassionate to one 
another, forgiving each other, just as in 
Christ God forgave you.” 
– Ephesians 4:32, NIV

Today I Am Thankful For

Today’s Prayer

God, help me to forgive those who have 
wounded me. Let me see them through 
Your eyes of compassion. May there be 
healing on both sides. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.

Today’s Scripture



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Cole had a job he enjoyed as a police officer. He was married to a woman he 
loved and they’d had two beautiful daughters.

His wife had been diagnosed with infertility early in their marriage. They’d 
suffered the loss of two unborn children.

But then like a miracle came Leslie followed by Arielle two years later.

But as time went on, Cole began to sense something was wrong. Arielle was 
struggling to hit growth markers that Leslie had easily accomplished.

After a visit to a children’s hospital and several rounds of testing, Cole learned 
his youngest daughter suffered from a form of muscular dystrophy.

They were devastated.

Cole thought of all the things his daughter may not get to do. He spent hours 
praying, asking, “How can I trust You with my daughter? Why aren’t you 
healing her?”

One night while he slept, Cole had a dream that a doctor offered Arielle a rare 
treatment.

The catch was that Cole had to take on her disease for her. He said “yes” just 
as his alarm clock rang and woke him from the dream. “I remember waking 
up and God was saying, ‘That’s what I did for you on the Cross. That’s how you 
can trust Me.’.” 

Today’s Devotion – Trading Places
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And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

Today This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Today’s Promise Today’s Tasks

22

See what great love the Father has 
lavished on us, that we should be 

called children of God! - 1 John 3:1

Psalm 18:19 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Notes for Reflection Today’s Encouragement

“For God so loved the world that he gave 
his one and only Son, that whoever believes 
in him shall not perish but have eternal 
life.” – John 3:16, NIV

Today I Am Thankful For

Today’s Prayer

God, help me when hard moments come 
to trust You. Let me meditate on Jesus’ 
sacrifice and remember Your 
lovingkindness toward me. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.

Today’s Scripture



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Jonathan was ten when his dad’s job was transferred.

He watched as his father packed his suitcase, adding in a few trinkets he 
didn’t want his dad to be without.

“How long will you be gone?” Jonathan asked.

“A little while.” His father replied, “I have to get settled there. But I’m 
coming back for you and your mom and your brother. That’s a promise.” 

“But when will you come back?” Jonathan said, wishing his father never 
had to leave in the first place.

His dad plopped down on the bed. “Come here,” he wrapped his arms 
around the young boy, “I’m going away but while I’m gone, I’m going to 
be looking at house.

I’ll be preparing a place so we can all live together again.” 

Like Jonathan is expecting his father to return, Christians can eagerly 
await the return of Jesus.

When that day comes, you’ll be warmly welcomed into your Father’s 
home, where there’s a seat saved just for you!

Today’s Devotion – Waiting for His Return

Today 23



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

Today This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Today’s Promise Today’s Tasks

23

My son, do not despise the Lord’s 
discipline, and do not resent his 

rebuke, - Proverbs 3:11

Leviticus 19:3 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Notes for Reflection Today’s Encouragement

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe 
in God; believe also in me. My Father’s house 
has many rooms; if that were not so, would I 
have told you that I am going there to prepare a 
place for you? And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come back and take you to be 
with me that you also may be where I am.” 
– John 14:1-3, NIV

Today I Am Thankful For

Today’s Prayer

God, thank You for the promise of Jesus 
returning. Make me faithful and 
productive with the time You’ve entrusted 
to me. Let me live in eager anticipation. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Today’s Scripture



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Samuel was a prophet for the Lord. It was his job to give the nation of Israel the 
messages that God told him to share. Sometimes, God gave Samuel special 
assignments.

When the Israelite people demanded a king, God sent Samuel to anoint Saul. But 
Saul was not fully devoted to God so He rejected him. He told Samuel to anoint 
another king, one from the lineage of Jesse.

So, Samuel went to Bethlehem as the Lord had instructed him. He purified Jesse 
and his sons. Then he looked critically at the boys. The eldest caught Samuel’s eye. 
He was certain God meant for this young man to be the next king.

But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I 
have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look 
at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” (1 Samuel 16:7)

Each son passed in front of Samuel but something was wrong. The Lord hadn’t 
picked any of the boys. Samuel was stumped. What did this mean? Then an idea 
struck. Turning to Jesse he asked, “Do you have any more sons?”

Jesse nodded, explaining the youngest boy was in the field where he was tending 
to the sheep. At Samuel’s request, he called the boy in.

Then the Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.” (1 Samuel 16:12)

David had been overlooked by his earthly father. If you can relate to that, rest 
assured that David was not overlooked in the end. For his Heavenly Father saw him 
and blessed him richly all the days of his life. 

Today’s Devotion – Overlooked
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And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

Today This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Today’s Promise Today’s Tasks

24

Children’s children are a crown to the 
aged, and parents are the pride of 

their children. - Proverbs 17:6

Matthew 6:26 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Notes for Reflection Today’s Encouragement

“There is still the youngest,” Jesse 
answered. “He is tending the sheep.” 
– 1 Samuel 16:11, NIV

Today I Am Thankful For

Today’s Prayer

God, when my family overlooks me or 
ignores me, help me to remember that You 
see me. I am Your child and You love me 
deeply. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Today’s Scripture



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Amy graduated college with high hopes. After spending the last four years studying 
for Bachelor of Science in Nursing, she was excited. She knew God had called her to 
be nurse and she was looking forward to serving others. But six months passed 
after graduation and she had no job offers. She made some tips from her job as a 
waitress but it wasn’t enough. So, Amy found herself returning to live with her 
parents.

She went on interviews and regularly searched online for opportunities. But every 
time, she was met with a roadblock. Usually, it was an interviewer who’d already 
filled the position and didn’t need another nurse. Finally, it looked like things were 
changing. She was offered a job at a doctor’s office. She’d get full benefits and 
there was plenty of room for advancement if she chose to pursue more schooling.

But at the last minute, the job fell through. Amy was crushed and when her father 
came home from work, he found her crying on the couch. “I don’t understand, 
daddy. I keep trying to find work. I know I’m in the field that I’m called to be. So, 
why won’t God open the door for me?” Her father listened to her cries and 
wrapped his arms around her. He quietly started quoting Jeremiah 29:11. “I know 
you’re confused right now. But God has a plan for you. Keep holding on.”

Two weeks later, Amy received a job offer from a hospital two hours away. She 
moved into an apartment. Her job was trying at times but she loved knowing that 
she made her patients’ lives better. While she was working at the hospital, Amy 
even met the man that became her husband. Standing in the dressing room before 
her wedding, she laughed with her father. “If God had given me a different job, I 
never would have met Michael. That was His plan but I couldn’t see it!” 

Today’s Devotion – Trusting God’s Plan
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And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

Today This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Today’s Promise Today’s Tasks

25

Whoever fears the Lord has a secure 
fortress, and for their children it will 

be a refuge. - Proverbs 14:26

Deuteronomy 6:6-9 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Notes for Reflection Today’s Encouragement

“For I know the plans I have for you,” 
declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you 
hope and a future.” – Jeremiah 29:11, NIV

Today I Am Thankful For

Today’s Prayer

God, help me to trust You when I don’t 
understand. I know that You are working 
everything out for Your glory and my good. 
Thank You for that! In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Today’s Scripture



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Chad had always defined his son as “one of the good ones”. He’d raised him in a 
godly home and surrounded him with righteous teachings. His son had been on 
mission trips, excelled in school, and was quick to help others. Then came the 
arrest: DUI.

Those three letters broke Chad’s heart. After that was the drug test his son flunked.
The next few weeks passed in a blur. All Chad could think to pray were 
questions…how did this happen? Where did I fail my son? Were all my prayers for 
him in vain?

In the middle of his pain, Chad found other parents who were dealing with 
prodigals of their own. He started a meeting group. Together, parents could pray for 
their wayward children, share encouragement, and grieve. Months turned into 
years. Chad watched as other families were restored to wholeness. Each time, he 
rejoiced for the lost sheep while his heart cried out for his own son.

Ten years after the first arrest, Chad opened his door to discover his boy on the 
porch. His son looked tired and worn, one step away from hopelessness. “I want to 
get better. I don’t want to keep doing this. I know I’ve got no right to ask, but would 
you help me, Dad?” Although his son had made a mess of his life, that didn’t stop 
Chad from loving him. He welcomed him home and quickly arranged for his son to 
join a rehab program for young men.

If you have made poor choices, don’t be discouraged. Just as Chad’s father had 
compassion, your Heavenly Father has compassion on you. He’s been waiting for 
you to come home to Him! 

Today’s Devotion – The Compassionate Father
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And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

Today This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Today’s Promise Today’s Tasks

26

I have no greater joy than to hear 
that my children are walking in 

the truth. - 3 John 1:4

Luke 11:11-16 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Notes for Reflection Today’s Encouragement

“As a father has compassion on his children, 
so the LORD has compassion on those who 
fear him…” – Psalm 103:13, NIV

Today I Am Thankful For

Today’s Prayer

God, thank you for Your compassion. 
Thank You for never giving up on me, no 
matter what I’ve done or how far I’ve 
gone. I love you, Father. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.

Today’s Scripture



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Frank listened as an argument broke out between his two kids. One had lied and 
that was the cause of their fighting. When they brought him into the situation, 
Frank sent his son who was telling the truth out to play.

“But you,” He turned to his son, Travis, “have to sit in the corner until you confess 
what you’ve done and tell the truth.”

Travis stomped over to the corner and Frank waited. While Travis could be 
stubborn, Frank was confident that the boredom from sitting in the corner would 
eventually win out.

But as the minutes turned to hours, Frank grew frustrated. Show me how to handle 
this, Lord, he prayed before going to sit in the corner beside his son.
“Travis, you know how our dog, Daisy, likes to knock over the trashcan?” 
Travis turned to look at his dad, “Then she goes and hides.” 

“Yep, but what happens when she comes back out again? I forgive her. I do that 
because I love her. I love you too and that’s why I want you to tell the truth.”
“You won’t be mad?” Travis asked, warily.

“It makes me sad when you lie but not angry.” Frank waited, hoping the words 
would be taken to heart.
“Because you love me?”
“Because I love you,” Frank answered in his most reassuring tone. 

Sometimes, it’s tempting to hide out from God when you mess up. You might think 
that God will be angry with you for what you’ve done. But God is filled with 
compassion for His children when they confess.

Today’s Devotion – Hiding Out
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And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

Today This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Today’s Promise Today’s Tasks

27

Every good and perfect gift is from above, 
coming down from the Father of the 

heavenly lights, who does not change like 
shifting shadows. - James 1:17

John 3:16 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Notes for Reflection Today’s Encouragement

“Create in me a pure heart, O God, and 
renew a steadfast spirit within me.” 
– Psalm 51: 10, NIV

Today I Am Thankful For

Today’s Prayer

God, I admit that I’ve sinned by (your sin). I 
confess my shame and rebellion. Please 
create in me a clean heart and renew a 
steadfast spirit in me. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.

Today’s Scripture



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Melissa stood at the front of the classroom, carefully teaching a lesson 
about the power of God’s Word to her fourth grade Sunday school class. 
Halfway through, a tiny arm began waving.

When she called on Zach, he asked, “Why does reading the Bible matter? 
What happens when we do it?”

The question caught Melissa off-guard. Sending a prayer up for wisdom, 
she said, “Well, when I was really little, my dad was diagnosed with 
cancer. Cancer is when some of the cells in your body become abnormal. 

For some people, there is treatment that can save them. But for others, 
the disease is terminal.”

“Did your dad die?” Zach asked.

Melissa nodded, “He died a long time ago. But because he knew he was 
sick, he wrote me lots of letters. He left instructions with my mom, 
telling her he wanted me to read his words. So, my dad’s letters are 
precious to me. Just like God’s Word is also precious to me.” 
Zach nodded, “So, that’s why we read the Bible!”

“Yes. I learn things about my dad from reading his letters and you’ll learn 
things about God if you read His Word regularly.” Melissa said before 
getting back on track with her lesson for the day. 

Today’s Devotion – Letters from My Father
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And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

Today This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Today’s Promise Today’s Tasks

28

…do not be discouraged, for the 
Lord your God will be with you 
wherever you go. - Joshua 1:9

Matthew 7:9-11 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Notes for Reflection Today’s Encouragement

“In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 
God.” – John 1:1, NIV

Today I Am Thankful For

Today’s Prayer

God, help me to make reading Your Word a 
priority. I want to learn more about You 
and follow Your ways. Please show me 
who You are. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Today’s Scripture



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Noah held up his phone, recording his daughter. She had turned five and was just 
learning how to ride a bike without training wheels. Her delighted laughter seemed 
to bounce around the tiny suburb.

Noah ran a few paces behind her to capture the special moment. His heart was 
overflowing with the sound of her joy.

But then he saw the large branch in the street too late. His daughter couldn’t brake 
in time and she went sailing through the air, landing on the asphalt with a sickening 
sound.

Noah dropped his phone and ran to get his daughter. Carefully, he cradled her in his 
arms as he checked for bruises, “Thank God, you were wearing a helmet. This is 
why we always wear helmets.” 

He moved to release the chin strap. It looked like minor injuries to him, only a few 
cuts and bruises. But suddenly his daughter began to wail.

“It’s OK, it’s OK. Your daddy is right here,” He reassured her. “I know it hurts but I’m 
going to take care of you.” 

It doesn’t matter how old or young you are. There will always be bumps in the road 
of life. These bumps can knock you down and leave you feeling scared and alone. 

But just like Noah ran to comfort his young daughter, God is running to comfort 
you. He pulls you into His arms and cares for your wounds.

Today’s Devotion – Lifting You Up
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And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

Today This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Today’s Promise Today’s Tasks

29

Because of the Lord’s great love we 
are not consumed, for his compassions 

never fail. - Lamentations 3:22-23

Titus 2:1 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Notes for Reflection Today’s Encouragement

“The Lord upholds all who fall and lifts up 
all who are bowed down.” 
– Psalm 145:14, NIV

Today I Am Thankful For

Today’s Prayer

God, thank You for Your tender care. Thank 
You for holding onto me in the scary and 
hard moments of life. Please let me feel 
Your comfort and compassion today. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Today’s Scripture



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Sarah had struggled to understand how God could love her like a father. 

She’d been orphaned when she was young and passed around various 
relatives.

She never knew how long she’d be in one place or when the next move 
would happen.

When she grew older and became a Christian, she didn’t know how to 
relate to God.

She prayed that God would show her how great His love for her was. So 
God gave her a husband then a beautiful baby boy.

In the middle of one night, Sarah was woken from a sound sleep. Her 
husband wasn’t beside her like he usually was.

Quietly, Sarah padded to the nursery. She peeked into the room to see 
her husband inside.

He was rocking their son and singing “You Are My Sunshine” in a low 
tone. As she watched them, she heard God whisper, “This is how I love 
you. Like your husband delights in his son, so I delight in you.” 

Today’s Devotion – Singing over You
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And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

Today This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Today’s Promise Today’s Tasks

30

The righteous lead blameless 
lives; blessed are their children 

after them. - Proverbs 20:7

Proverbs 14:26 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Notes for Reflection Today’s Encouragement

“The LORD your God is with you, the 
Mighty Warrior who saves. He will take 
great delight in you; in his love he will no 
longer rebuke you, but will rejoice over you 
with singing."  — Zephaniah 3:17, NIV

Today I Am Thankful For

Today’s Prayer

God, help me to remember that You 
delight in me. You comfort me in the 
middle of the night with Your unfailing 
love. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Today’s Scripture



Notes

And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17



Notes

And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17



About the Author

Originally from Harrison, Arkansas. Lana 
graduated from Ouachita Baptist University 
with a BA degree in physical education. She 
worked with many families during the years 
as a helper and nanny for many children. 
She has a heart and love for children. She 
worked as a physical education teacher at 
Faith Christian School for a year when she 
moved to Port St. Joe.

After many years of working with children, while living in Port St. Joe, 
she went back to school and graduated from Kaplan University with 
her BS degree in information technology and her MS degree in 
information technology. She is currently working on her PhD in 
information technology with a specialization in IT education.

Today Lana resides in a small coastal community, loves living by the 
water and walking on the beach. Her days are centered on her faith, 
her business www.givingjesus.com and writing her books. Here 
favorite pastime is coloring and creating her craft projects.

Her favorite quote to live by is “Every strike brings me closer to the 
next home run” (Babe Ruth).


