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And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

Today This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Today’s Promise Today’s Tasks

1

“Though your sins are like scarlet, They shall 
be as white as snow; Though they are red 

like crimson, They shall be as wool.
—Isaiah 1:18

Andy lived in a small farming community in Idaho. When he 
was fifteen, he took a gun to school. He showed it off to his 
friends, who crowded around him at the lunch table.
But while he was handling the gun, Andy accidentally 
discharged the weapon. Another student, seventeen-year-old 
Larry was shot. Paramedics were called and Larry was taken 
to a local hospital.

After several days, Larry woke up to the news that he was 
paralyzed. Overnight, his baseball scholarships disappeared
and his girlfriend dumped him. But he couldn’t stop thinking 
about Andy.

“I know most people would think I hated him. But I didn’t. All I 
could think about was my younger brother. He’s done some 
dumb stuff and I couldn’t imagine how he’d feel if he 
seriously hurt somebody.”

When Andy was brought to trial, Larry was there. He testified 
on the other boy’s behalf and begged the jury to show mercy. 
“He’s already changed my life forever….he knows that and I 
know it. I don’t want his life to be messed up, too.” Larry 
explained.

Because of Larry’s compassion, Andy was sentenced to only a 
year in a juvenile detention center. After that, he’ll be on 
probation for a few years.

Psalm 32:5 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Choosing Compassion

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

Today’s Encouragement

Be kind and compassionate to one another, 
forgiving each other, just as in Christ God 
forgave you.
– Ephesians 4:32, NIV

God, when someone else’s decisions 
impact my life, let me be forgiving and 
gracious. Not because of me, but because 
of Jesus and the forgiveness He’s granted 
me. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Today I Am Thankful For



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

Today This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Today’s Promise Today’s Tasks

2

“I, even I, am He who blots out your 
transgressions for My own sake; And I will 
not remember your sins. —Jeremiah 31:3

Ellie lived with her grandmother who regularly criticized 
her from the time she was small. 
“Nana always seemed to have a list of reasons why things 
didn’t work out for me. In junior high, she told me I didn’t 
make the cheerleading team because I wasn’t pretty 
enough. In high school, she said no one asked me to prom 
because I was too fat.” 
Ellie spent years accepting her grandmother’s painful 
words. Like many kids and teenagers, she simply believed 
that when an adult tells you something it must be the 
truth. She never thought to question it.
Then she shared with a college friend the painful things her 
grandmother would say during their daily phone calls.  
“I still remember his face when I told him about it. He 
turned to look at me and there was such compassion in his 
eyes. He said that’s abuse. Love is kind, Ellie, and you 
deserve love.” 
For Ellie, it was the first time anyone had ever stood up for 
her. She’d never had that validation and it made her think 
there could be people who loved her simply for being 
herself.
“I started working with a counselor not long after that. She 
helped me see myself as a precious child of God. It took 
years to work through all of the verbal abuse but I 
eventually forgave my grandmother. I didn’t want to carry 
those wounds with me for the rest of my life.”

Psalm 79:9 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Love Is Kind to You

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

Today’s Encouragement

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not 
envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.
– 1 Corinthians 13:4, NIV

God, when the people in my life aren’t 
kind, help me to remember that You speak 
love over me. Let me feel the warm 
embrace of Your love every day. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen.

Today I Am Thankful For
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Let him return to the Lord, And He will 
have mercy on him; And to our God, For 
He will abundantly pardon.—Isaiah 55:7

It was a mild August day when Amelia climbed into the passenger seat 
of her car. She and her husband were headed to the beach to 
celebrate her promotion. “We’d only been married five months at that 
point. We were newlyweds and I was still learning so much about 
him.”
But Amelia and her husband never made it to the beach that day. 
Instead, they were hit by a drunk driver who crossed into their lane. 
He hit their car, head-on. 
Amelia’s husband was killed on impact and she was left with life-
threatening injuries. She had broken her back in two places, needed 
stitches in her face, and had a serious concussion.
Her body began to heal but her spirit felt broken. “Everyone told me to 
just forgive the other driver. I got a lot of pressure to move on from 
other people. One person told me if I didn’t forgive, I was worse than 
the drunk driver.”
Then came the day Mary showed up in Amelia’s hospital room. She 
was a widow from a local church who often reaches out to other 
widows. 
Amelia shared her story, crying through parts of it. “How am I 
supposed to forgive?” She whispered.
Mary squeezed the woman’s shoulder, “Right now, your only job is to 
grieve. You need to process what you’re feeling. All of the sadness, 
rage, and pain. Let it come.” 
Sometimes, it can be tempting to tell someone going through an 
injustice to “just forgive” but that advice can stunt the grieving 
process. 
“It only compounds loss,” Mary explains. “So now, we have someone 
who’s grieving and they feel this guilt and sense of isolation added 
with it. Many people don’t realize this but Jesus grieved in the Garden 
of Gethsemane. Grieving is an important part of the healing process.”

Psalm  130:3-4 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Facing Grief

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

Today’s Encouragement

Then he said to them, "My soul is 
overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of 
death. Stay here and keep watch with me." 
– Matthew 26:38, NIV

God, help me to grieve with those who 
grieve. Let me be a loyal friend who 
welcomes the broken into Your presence. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Today I Am Thankful For
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“For if you forgive men their trespasses, 
your heavenly Father will also forgive 

you. —Matthew 6:14

James and his brother William were close friends growing up. Whatever 
one did, the other was sure to follow. Their mother sometimes joked 
that the boys were actually twins she’d had two years apart.
When the brothers grew up, they decided to become farmers. They 
bought hundreds of acres and stated planting their crops. They shared 
their tools and knowledge with each other freely. When one succeeded, 
he was quick to help the other.
Then one afternoon, a fight broke out between William’s hired hands 
and James’ helpers. Both were so convinced the other was wrong that 
they let their sweet bond sour. As the years passed, they both kept to 
their own farms.
When a handyman appeared at William’s farm begging for work, 
William brought him outside. He pointed to a muddy area, “A stream 
used to run through both our lands to water our livestock, but my 
brother has built a dam. It waters only his acreage now.” 
Then William showed the handyman a grove of trees and bushes. “I 
want you to make a fence there,” He explained. “Build a big privacy 
fence so my brother will forever be a stranger to me.”
The handyman agreed and William brought the man all the tools and 
lumber he would need. He left to go handle more business on his farm 
and finally returned that evening. 
He stopped in his tracks as soon as he saw the handyman’s work. 
Instead of a fence, there was a beautiful bridge. The work was intricate 
and the details were breath-taking.
Before he could ask the handyman about it, William saw James running 
across the bridge. “You built a bridge to welcome me back! What a 
special day this is!” 
When someone hurts you, it’s natural to want to shut them out. But 
instead of ignoring them or sending them away, look to restore 
fellowship with your friend or loved one.

Isaiah 55:7 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Build a Bridge

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

Today’s Encouragement

How good and pleasant it is when God's 
people live together in unity!
– Psalm 133:1, NIV

God, let me be a bridge builder, not a fence 
builder. Let me be quick to forgive others 
and warmly welcome them back into 
fellowship. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Today I Am Thankful For
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And whenever you stand praying, if you have 
anything against anyone, forgive him, that 
your Father in heaven may also forgive you 

your trespasses. —Mark 11:25

A seminary professor had a habit of starting each new 
semester the same way. He would pass out a bag to 
each of his students. At the front of the room, he had 
a large bin filled with hundreds of baseballs.
He would invite all of his students to come to the 
front of the classroom. Then he would hand out 
markers. He instructed each student to write down 
every wrong they’d ever suffered. 
When they were finished writing, they would put the 
baseball into their bag. After they were finished, the 
professor looked at the class, “Now, I want you to 
carry these bags everywhere you go until our next 
class. You take everywhere, from your dorm to the 
cafeteria to your job. Keep it with you always.”
A week later, many of his students arrived with their 
bags. The professor pointed to a young man in the 
first row. “Tell us about your week…how do you feel?”
The young man sighed, “Tired. Lugging that thing 
around was exhausting. My neck ached from it.”
The professor nodded, “That heavy bag represents 
unforgiveness. Every time, you hold onto a wrong, you 
add weight to your bag, and it’s a weight that God 
didn’t intend for you to carry.”

Mark 11:25 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – A Heavy Load

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

Today’s Encouragement

Therefore, if you are offering your gift at 
the altar and there remember that your 
brother or sister has something against you, 
leave your gift there in front of the altar. 
First go and be reconciled to them; then 
come and offer your gift.
– Matthew 5:23-24, NIV

God, help me to put down the load I’ve 
been carrying. I don’t want to hold onto 
unforgiveness. Show me how to release 
this burden so I can walk in freedom and 
healing. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Today I Am Thankful For
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Judge not, and you shall not be judged. 
Condemn not, and you shall not be 

condemned. Forgive, and you will be 
forgiven. —Luke 6:37

Samereh Alinejad lives in Iran. Her eighteen year old
son was stabbed to death when he got into a street 
fight. She’d already lost one son and losing another 
only added to her heartbreak.
Her son’s killer, Balal, spent seven years in prison, 
awaiting his death sentence. But as the time for his 
execution drew near, Samereh said her son appeared 
to her in a dream, begging her to forgive his killer.
When family came to visit in the days before the 
execution, no one pressured Samereh to forgive. They 
showed up to offer support and condolences. Still, 
Samereh couldn’t sleep that night.
The next day, she showed up at the gallows with her 
husband. She watched as a noose was placed around 
Balal’s neck. This was the moment she had waited for, 
the one that she’d thought would bring her peace.
Instead, she found herself calling out to free the 
young man. The anger and hate she’d been holding 
vanished and for the first time in years, she felt free. 
Balal’s mom had also been present at the execution 
scene. When she saw the display of mercy, she knelt 
to kiss Samereh’s feet in gratitude. But Samereh lifted 
the woman up and embraced her, the two mothers 
united in the middle of their shared pain.

Luke 6:37 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Finding Freedom from Hate

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

Today’s Encouragement

Bear with each other and forgive one 
another if any of you has a grievance 
against someone. Forgive as the Lord 
forgave you.
– Colossians 3:13, NIV

God, forgiveness is a struggle. But I want to 
show mercy and kindness to those who 
have hurt me. Give me the strength to 
release this burden and live free. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen.

Today I Am Thankful For
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In Him we have redemption through His 
blood, the forgiveness of sins, according 

to the riches of His grace,—Ephesians 1:7

Michael Rowe was part of a drug gang in New York. In 
1992, he and two of his friends killed another drug 
dealer. 
He was arrested and sentenced to twenty years in 
prison. He used this time to better himself. He earned 
his GED, then went on to get his associate’s degree and 
a bachelor’s degree. He married his girlfriend and 
fathered three children with her. 
In September of 2006, Michael was working in prison 
when he glanced up to see Anthony Colon, the brother 
of the man he killed. Anthony had been there to visit 
another inmate, unaware that Michael was there.
Michael tried to duck out of sight but it was too late. 
Anthony had seen him. 
Michael’s heart sped up and his mouth went dry as he 
wondered what Anthony would do to him. Would he 
yell at him? Cuss him out? Spit on him? Start a fight?
When Anthony approached him, Michael tensed. But 
the other man held out a hand and said to him, “I’ve 
been praying for you. I forgive you. I was praying for a 
chance to see you again and tell you that.”
Years later, the two men are friends. After being 
released from prison, Michael went to work with Exodus 
Transitional Community Center, the same organization 
where Anthony volunteers. 

Luke 17:3 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – The Healing Power of Forgiveness

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

Today’s Encouragement

In him we have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of sins, in 
accordance with the riches of God’s grace 
that he lavished on us.
-- Ephesians 1:7-8, NIV

God, help me to accept forgiveness when 
it’s offered and to grant others that same 
mercy. Teach me to be gracious in giving 
and receiving forgiveness. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.

Today I Am Thankful For
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He has delivered us from the power of 
darkness and conveyed us into the 

kingdom of the Son of His love, 
—Colossians 1:13

Since her father had died, caring for her sick mother and younger 
siblings had fallen to Adina. She couldn’t keep her grades up while 
working as a waitress. So she dropped out of school and struggled to 
make ends meet for her family.
Then one day an older woman ordered a latte and stayed around to 
chat. She was dressed in beautiful clothes and carried herself like 
she was wealthy. 
Then the older woman told her about a way to earn more money. 
“It’s like being a girlfriend for an evening,” She explained. “You just 
go to dinner with wealthy men and they pay you for your company.”
Young and innocent, Adina didn’t realize the con until it was too late. 
Now, she was trapped in a life as a teenage prostitute. 
When a hotel room door opened and she was dragged naked into 
the streets, she closed her eyes. Shame burned in her, coloring her 
cheeks. She hadn’t meant to find this life. 
Thrown into the middle of the town square, she hears a booming 
voice, “The Law commands we stone her. What do you say?”
Adina opened her eyes, wondering who the judge before her was. 
She held her breath and waited for his response. Instead, He just 
wrote on the ground, seeming to ignore the whole scene.
When he was asked again, the man turned and softly said, “Let 
those without sin cast their stones.” 
Adina watched as the crowd around her slowly melted away. But 
still, she waited. Who is this man who stood up for me? She 
wondered.
After a moment, He speaks, “Where are your accusers? Have they 
condemned you?”
“No, sir,” She whispered the words.
“Then neither do I,” the man says, “Go and leave your old life 
behind.”

Acts 2:38 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Who Is This Man?

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

Today’s Encouragement

The teachers of the law and the Pharisees 
brought in a woman caught in adultery.
– John 8:3, NIV

God, thank You for Your grace. You have 
compassion on me always. Help me to 
extend that same compassion to someone 
else. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Today I Am Thankful For
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If we confess our sins, He is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. —1 John 1:9

Peter couldn’t help the tears that poured down his face. He 
sat on the front stoop rocking, his whole body unable to 
bear the weight of what he’d just done.
He couldn’t forget his promise just days ago. “Even if the 
world betrays you, I won’t.” 
He’d meant to keep those words. Then he’d let his fear get 
the better of him. But it was the look in Jesus’ eyes when 
he’d uttered the last denial that he couldn’t get out of his 
mind. 
His heart ached in a way that was almost physically painful. 
He’d failed the one person who meant the most to him.
Days later, the news comes. Jesus is alive! Peter rejoiced 
but the heaviness of what he’d done was still with him. He 
dragged his betrayal around like a heavy sack of stones.
After breakfast, Jesus asked a question quietly. His words 
were so quiet that Peter almost misses them. “Do you love 
me?”
“You know I do.” Peter said it with conviction. 
Then Jesus asked the question twice more. In all, he asked 
three times and he did it to prove a point. 
He was intentional about drawing Peter’s attention away 
from his failure and back to their relationship. 
Jesus doesn’t want you to get bogged down by what 
you’ve done. He wants you to get back on track and that 
starts with accepting His forgiveness and living out His 
calling for your life. 

Ephesians 1:7 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Redeeming Failures

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

Today’s Encouragement

When they had finished eating, Jesus said 
to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you 
love me more than these?“
– John 21:15, NIV

God, sometimes I fall short. I sin. I betray. I 
mess up, just like Peter. When that 
happens, help me to repent then turn my 
focus back to You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Today I Am Thankful For
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He who covers a transgression seeks 
love, But he who repeats a matter 
separates friends. —Proverbs 17:9

Corrie Ten Boom was a watchmaker living in Haarlem, Holland. She was 
a devout Christian and when the Nazis invaded her country, she longed 
to stand up for the Jews who were being targeted.
She devised a plan to help Jews escape from Holland. Since she was a 
watchmaker, her family’s tiny watch shop provided the perfect cover 
because people could come and go throughout the day without 
suspicion. 
When Jews looking for refuge came to her store, she would guide them 
to her family’s home on the second floor. There in a bedroom was a 
hidden closet that could hold six people at a time. If there were 
inspections, Corrie would sound a warning buzzer throughout the 
house, giving the refugees time to hide.
But Corrie and her family were betrayed. She was sentenced to a 
concentration camp with her sister. After months of being in the prison, 
Corrie was released due to a clerical error.
Years later when she was sharing messages of God’s forgiveness at a 
church, a man approached her whom she recognized. He had been a 
guard at the camp where Corrie was. He greeted her and held out his 
hand.
In that moment, Corrie struggled with what to do. She sent up a prayer 
but couldn’t move a muscle. So, she prayed again, asking for the 
strength to forgive. She described the moment in her book, The Hiding 
Place:
“As I took his hand the most incredible thing happened. From my 
shoulder along my arm and through my hand a current seemed to pass 
from me to him, while into my heart sprang a love for this stranger that 
almost overwhelmed me. 
“And so I discovered that it is not on our forgiveness any more than on 
our goodness that the world's healing hinges, but on His. When He tells 
us to love our enemies, He gives, along with the command, the love 
itself.”

Colossians 3:13 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – The Love Itself

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

Today’s Encouragement

Give us today our daily bread. And forgive 
us our debts, as we also have forgiven our 
debtors.
– Matthew 6:11-12, NIV

God, give me the strength to forgive my 
enemies. Grant me the love I need to fulfill 
Your command. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Today I Am Thankful For
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And be kind to one another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 

even as God in Christ forgave you.
—Ephesians 4:32

Jordyn was the daughter of a wealthy businessman. One 
day, she approached her father and demanded her 
portion of her inheritance. She wanted to live it up while 
she was still young she told him. 
Though her father’s heart was saddened by his daughter’s 
decision, he still gave her the value of her inheritance. He 
texted her each day she was gone, hoping for a reply. He 
followed some of her antics in gossip magazines, watching 
as she seemed to morph into a different person.
One morning when he texted Jordyn, he was surprised to 
receive a reply. It was short and got his attention 
instantly: I messed up, Daddy. I know that now. Can I 
come home?
With shaky hands, her father texted her back: Yes.
When Jordyn told the taxi cab driver to turn down her 
street, she couldn’t believe what she saw. There, on the 
front lawn was the biggest party she’d ever seen. As she 
stepped out of the cab, her father rushed to embrace her. 
Jordyn sniffed and stepped back, “Who are you throwing 
a party for?”
Her father gave her a watery smile, “It’s for you, baby girl. 
Welcome home!” 
It can be tempting to believe that you’ve gone too far to 
be redeemed. But you don’t have to hide out. Your 
Heavenly Father is waiting to welcome you home, 
beloved!

Hebrews 8:12 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Welcome Home

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

Today’s Encouragement

Not long after that, the younger son got 
together all he had, set off for a distant 
country and there squandered his wealth in 
wild living.
– Luke 15:13, NIV

God, thank You for Your grace! When 
others discover Your love, let me be the 
first to join the welcoming committee! In 
Jesus’ name, Amen.

Today I Am Thankful For
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…pray and seek My face, and turn from their 
wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, 

and will forgive their sin and heal their land. 
—2 Chronicles 7:14

Mary grew up with an alcoholic father. “When he 
wasn’t drinking, he was a good father. But as I got 
older, the times when he was sober became fewer.” 
By the time Mary graduated from high school, her 
father was rarely sober. “He wasn’t physically abusive. 
He’d just yell and carry on about everything. Anything 
could set him off,” Mary explains.
For years, Mary struggled with the concept of 
forgiveness. Then one day, she was having dinner with 
her friend Shannon when the topic came up. Because 
Shannon was a dear friend that she trusted not to 
gossip, Mary shared her past with her. 
“He’s not a bad person. He’d like to see his grandkids. 
I know I’m supposed to forgive and forget. I just don’t 
want him to damage my kids the way he damaged me 
and my siblings.” 
Shannon listened as Mary shared her heart. Then she 
said, “We’re not commanded to automatically forget 
someone’s actions. 
“As children of God, we are called to forgive. But it’s 
also wise to be aware of how your father affected you 
and how he might affect your children. You can set 
boundaries to protect yourself and your kids, such as 
not visiting your dad when he’s drunk. It’s healthy to 
set loving limits in your relationships.”

1 John 1:9 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Loving Boundaries

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

Today’s Encouragement

You, Lord, are forgiving and good, 
abounding in love to all who call to you.
– Psalm 86:5, NIV

God, help me to set healthy boundaries with 
the people I’ve forgiven. I want to be kind, but 
I also know You don’t want me to be a 
doormat. Help me to stand up for myself and 
shine Your love at the same time. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen. 

Today I Am Thankful For
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Judge not, and you shall not be judged. 
Condemn not, and you shall not be 

condemned. Forgive, and you will be 
forgiven. —Luke 6:37

They called themselves The Three Musketeers as kids. Liam, Noah, 
and Jackson were friends since elementary school. They did 
everything together and were constantly playing pranks on each 
other. 
Instead of going their separate ways after high school graduation, 
they decided to rent an apartment together. But shortly after turning 
twenty, Liam became very ill. He had no family to look after him so 
Noah and Jackson took turns caring for him. 
They brought him to doctor after doctor. No one could explain why 
Liam had suddenly lost the ability to walk. Noah and Jackson 
suspected he had a neurological disease but neither knew enough to 
help their friend.
So, when they heard about a man named Jesus that was healing 
people, they decided to bring their friend. “Maybe this Jesus guy can 
help you, buddy,” Jackson said as he carefully loaded his friend into 
the back of his car.
Noah grinned, “Who knows? Maybe you’ll be running a marathon by 
this time tomorrow.”
But when Jackson and Noah arrived, they quickly saw the crowds 
were thronging Jesus. “There’s no way we’ll get close enough to get 
his attention,” Jackson said.
“Hold on, I have a crazy idea,” Noah said. The two men gathered a 
tarp from the trunk and made a makeshift gurney then carefully 
moved their sleeping friend. 
They climbed to the roof of the house where Jesus was and peeled 
away shingles until they had a large opening. Then they lowered 
their friend down until he was right in front of Jesus. Jesus not only 
forgave their friend but He also healed him from his disease.
Sometimes, God sends people into our lives to help us seek His 
forgiveness. It might be a friend that prays for you faithfully, a parent 
that won’t give up on you, or a sibling who always has your back.

Ephesians 4:32 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Carried to Jesus

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

Today’s Encouragement

When Jesus saw their faith, he said, 
“Friend, your sins are forgiven.”
– Luke 5:20, NIV 

Thank You for the friends that carried me 
when I’ve been hurt, God. Let me return 
that kindness and carry someone else to 
You when they need it. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.

Today I Am Thankful For
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For You, Lord, are good, and ready to 
forgive, And abundant in mercy to all 

those who call upon You. 
—Psalm 86:5

Stephen was a Christian living shortly after the ascension of 
Jesus. Though little is known of his life, he first appears in 
Acts 6. At the time, some of the widows within the church 
were being neglected.
The Apostles recommended that seven trust-worthy men be 
chosen to distribute goods to the widows and care for them. 
Stephen was one of the seven chosen and the writer of Acts 
notes that he was “a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit” 
(Acts 6:5).
Stephen performed several signs and wonders among the 
people, most likely because of his close relationship with the 
Lord. Although others tried to debate his theology, Stephen 
was known for his wisdom.
Because he carried so much wisdom, some members of the 
early church were unhappy with him. They put him on trial, 
bringing his case before the Sanhedrin (or counsel).
Stephen eloquently defended his beliefs but he was dragged 
outside. As his accusers began to throw rocks at him, Stephen 
looked to Heaven and called out for Jesus to receive his spirit.
Then he made a humble plea, “Lord, do not hold this sin 
against them.” 
At that moment, most people would be tempted to make a 
different request. Perhaps, “Lord, avenge me” or “Lord, 
deliver me”. But Stephen, knowing the full power of God, did 
not ask for vengeance or deliverance.
Instead, he accepted his death and his final thought was not 
of himself but of those who were hurting him. What a 
beautiful testimony to his faith.
.

Matthew 18:21-22 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – The First Martyr

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

Today’s Encouragement

Then he fell on his knees and cried out, 
"Lord, do not hold this sin against them." 
When he had said this, he fell asleep.
– Acts 7:60, NIV

Jesus, when others are hurting me, help 
me not to focus on how I can get even. I 
long for others to come to know You, no 
matter what the cost is to me personally. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Today I Am Thankful For
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And He Himself is the propitiation for 
our sins, and not for ours only but also 

for the whole world. —1 John 2:2

Sarah overcharged a client for a large project that her 
firm was handling. It was a mistake but when she found 
it, Sarah freaked out. She was still new at the company 
and she worried she’d lose her job if anyone saw it.
So, Sarah rearranged numbers on one of her 
spreadsheets. She put the money into another fund and 
hoped that accounting wouldn’t look at the numbers too 
closely. 
When she left the office that night, she couldn’t stop 
thinking about what she’d done. She couldn’t eat that 
evening and had difficulty falling asleep. It was an honest 
mistake, she kept telling herself. 
Later that week, Sarah met her mentor for lunch. As the 
two women talked, Sarah eventually told her the whole 
truth. “I didn’t mean to do it but now that I’ve covered it 
up, I feel even worse. I keep a constant knot in my 
stomach.”
Her mentor nodded, “That stomachache is guilt eating at 
you. When you try to hide things, you make a situation 
worse.”
Sarah took a deep breath and asked the question that 
had been on her mind all week. “How do I make this 
right?”
Her mentor said, “Confess. First to God then to your 
employer. It’s far better your boss hears about it from 
you instead of your client.”

1 Corinthians 13:4-6 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – The Cost of a Cover-Up

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

Today’s Encouragement

Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did 
not cover up my iniquity. I said, "I will 
confess my transgressions to the LORD." 
And you forgave the guilt of my sin.
– Psalm 32:5, NIV

God, help me when I’m tempted to hide 
my mistakes or sins. Give me the courage 
and integrity to tell the truth, no matter 
what. Help me to walk in honesty. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen.

Today I Am Thankful For
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…for the Lord your God is gracious and 
merciful, and will not turn His face from 

you if you return to Him.
—2 Chronicles 30:9

Nobuo Fujita was a Japanese aircraft pilot during 
World War II. One of his missions was to drop bombs 
over the coast of Oregon. After dropping two bombs, 
he flew back to his military base. 
Thankfully, the forest area where Nobuo dropped the 
bombs had an unusually wet season. The ground was 
saturated and while one bomb sparked a fire, it was 
easily contained and no one was injured.
Despite the fact that no one was hurt, Nobuo felt 
deep sorrow over what he’d done. So, he visited 
Brookings, Oregon, the town that was just miles from 
where he’d released those missiles.
When he arrived, Nobuo brought with him a samurai 
sword that had been in his family for centuries. He 
apologized for his actions and gifted the town with 
the sword. Despite some controversy most of the 
townspeople welcomed Nobuo warmly.
Over the years, Nobuo would periodically return to 
Brookings. On one visit, he planted a tree where he’d 
dropped the bombs, as a symbol of peace and 
friendship.
The town continued to embrace Nobuo and in 1997, 
he became an honorary citizen, proving that 
forgiveness can be stronger than hate. 

John 8:7 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Love Covers All

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

Today’s Encouragement

Above all, love each other deeply, because 
love covers over a multitude of sins.
– 1 Peter 4:8, NIV

God, help me to demonstrate Your love by 
forgiving those who have wronged me. Let 
me welcome with open arms those that 
need my forgiveness. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.

Today I Am Thankful For
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And forgive us our debts,
As we forgive our debtors.

—Matthew 6:12

Steven McDonald was a police officer living in New York. 
He’d served in the military and he was the third 
generation in his family to join the New York City Police 
Department. Not only was his career going well but so 
was his personal life. Steven was a newlywed and his wife 
was pregnant.
In July 1986, he was questioning a group of teenagers 
about a string of bicycle thefts. One of the suspects pulled 
a gun and fired three bullets at the cop, forever changing 
both of their lives.
One bullet struck Steven’s spine, instantly paralyzing him. 
Another went into his head and the final one hit his 
throat, leaving him with a permanent speaking disability.
Amazingly, Steven forgave his attacker. He wrote letters 
to the teenager and encouraged him to turn his life 
around.
While most people would have lost all hope, Steven 
fought to help others. He worked as an inspirational 
speaker and motivator, visiting communities around the 
world to share his message.
Although he wasn’t able to work, Steven would still show 
up at the NYPD to encourage his brothers in blue. He also 
spent a lot of his time reaching out to cops who were 
injured in the line of duty. In January of 2017, Steven 
passed away following a heart attack. But he left behind a 
beautiful legacy…

Hebrews 12:14 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – A Beautiful Legacy

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

Today’s Encouragement

Therefore, my friends, I want you to know 
that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is 
proclaimed to you.
– Acts 13:38, NIV

God, help me to respond to hate with love 
and to cruelty with compassion. Let me be 
a living example of Your forgiveness and 
grace. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Today I Am Thankful For
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…Repent, and let every one of you be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the [a]remission of sins;… —Acts 2:38

One of the most striking examples of forgiveness 
in Scripture is the story of Hosea. Hosea was a 
prophet living in Israel during a time of great 
unrest. 
The king on the throne frequently changed due to 
various assassinations. The Israelite people were 
being heavily taxed by another nation and lived in 
fear of being conquered.
But God had a message of hope and restoration 
for His people. That’s why He commanded Hosea 
to marry. But He didn’t want Hosea marrying just 
anyone. Instead, He instructed Hosea to wed a 
prostitute by the name of Gomer.
After being with Hosea for some time and bringing 
kids into their union, Gomer leaves Hosea. Hosea 
goes searching for and buys Gomer back so he can 
restore her to a right relationship with himself. 
This was done to illustrate that while Israel (and 
by extension those who love God) may be 
unfaithful at times, God (much like Hosea) is 
completely faithful. He loves you, even when you 
are far from Him and there’s no price He won’t 
pay to bring you home.

James 1:19-20 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Completely Faithful 

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

Today’s Encouragement

The LORD said to me, "Go, show your love 
to your wife again, though she is loved by 
another man and is an adulteress. Love her 
as the LORD loves the Israelites, though 
they turn to other gods and love the sacred 
raisin cakes.“
– Hosea 3:1, NIV

God, You have stood with me through 
everything. You surround and protect me, 
caring for me always. Thank you for Your 
constant faithfulness! In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.

Today I Am Thankful For
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Nevertheless in Your great mercy You did 
not utterly consume them nor forsake 
them; For You are God, gracious and 

merciful. —Nehemiah 9:31

Mary Johnson was at work when she learned her son 
had been murdered. She struggled through the next 
few months including the trial of his killer, Oshea
Israel. Oshea was just sixteen years old when he was 
sentenced to twenty-five years in prison.
At the trial, Mary said she forgave Oshea. But she 
carried around anger and bitterness with her 
constantly. 
She struggled with feeling hate toward Oshea. That 
changed when she read a beautiful poem about two 
mothers who were grieving over the loss of their sons. 
One had lost her son to violence at the hand of the 
other one’s son.
The poem sparked in Mary a vision for an organization 
that could help heartbroken mothers who had lost a 
child. But she knew she needed to work on forgiving 
Oshea, so she reached out to him in prison.
When the two met together, they talked for over two 
hours. Mary offered forgiveness again and before she 
left, Oshea asked if he could give her a hug. As she 
walked out of the prison that day, Mary felt all of the 
hate and bitterness leave her body.
In 2010, when Oshea was released from prison, Mary 
threw him a party. The two now travel together and 
speak at events, sharing their story. Her organization is 
aptly named From Death to Life.

1 Peter 5:18 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – From Death to Life

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

Today’s Encouragement

Help us, God our Savior, for the glory of 
your name; deliver us and forgive our sins 
for your name's sake.
– Psalm 79:9, NIV

God, help me not to hang onto bitterness 
and hatred in my heart. I don’t want to 
drag this anger with me for the rest of my 
life. Help me to release this burden to You. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen..

Today I Am Thankful For
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And above all things have fervent love for 
one another, for “love will cover a 

multitude of sins. —1 Peter 4:8

On the outside, they were the perfect family. But Annie knew 
better than most people that looks didn’t always tell the full 
story. Her father had served in the Vietnam War and had 
suffered a severe head injury that he’d never been treated for. 
But Annie and her siblings never knew that. They only knew a 
cruel man that would often erupt into violent rages. “All of us 
kids just tried to stay out of his way growing up.” 
It wasn’t until her mom’s death that Annie began to put the 
pieces together. “I came across some of my mom’s old journals 
and discovered the truth. She wrote about my dad and what a 
wonderful man he was before his injuries. It made me realize for 
the first time why she never left.”
Even with the journals that answered so many questions, Annie 
still carried a lot of pain. Then one day, a family friend called to 
say her dad was in the hospital.
Annie made the seven-hour drive to her father’s bedside to find 
a frail shadow of the man she’d once known. He’d suffered 
several strokes and didn’t seem aware of his surroundings. 
All of her siblings refused to visit their father so Annie stayed by 
his side day and night. “Sitting there, I started reading to him. 
He’d always been such a big reader and halfway through a book, 
I started bawling. I realized that I forgave him, for the person he 
was and the person he could have been, for the pain and the 
sadness.”
Her dad finally passed away two days later and Annie felt 
peaceful for the first time in decades. “It was incredible really. I 
felt peace once I knew he was at peace. I think he’s with my 
mom in Heaven and I imagine them going on picnics together 
and talking and laughing.”

James 5:16 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Healing from Deep Wounds

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

Today’s Encouragement

Hatred stirs up conflict, but love covers over 
all wrongs. – Proverbs 10:12, NIV

God, family can leave some of the deepest 
wounds. Help me to be an agent of healing 
and forgiveness in my family. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen.

Today I Am Thankful For
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Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is 
a new creation; old things have 

passed away; behold, all things have 
become new. —2 Corinthians 5:17

Chris was a wealthy man who owned a lot of real estate. He 
was a shrewd business owner but he was also known to be a 
generous giver in his community.
On one cold January morning, Chris met with his financial 
manager. They talked for a while then began to review his 
accounts. Chris quickly discovered that there was one account 
where he was owed a huge sum of money.
“Why haven’t you collected this amount yet?” Chris asked.
His manager pointed to a note in the file. “When I called this 
man, he told me his young daughter had just been diagnosed 
with a severe muscle disease. I know you’ve always been kind 
to those less fortunate, so I told him you’d review the account 
in a few months and you’d make a decision then.”
So, Chris had his financial manager arrange a meeting time for 
later that week. When Chris met the man, he brought up the 
account. 
The man began crying. He begged for more time. “Two weeks 
after my daughter’s diagnosis, I lost my job. My wife and I 
took our savings and used it to fund a few months of her 
treatment.”
Chris forgave the debt and agreed to allow the man and his 
family to live in the property for an additional six months 
rent-free. 
But a few weeks later, Chris heard the man was suing another 
person in small claims court over a few dollars. 
“How could you do this?” He asked his tenant, “Shouldn’t you 
have had mercy when you’ve been granted so much?”

John 15:13 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Show Mercy

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

Today’s Encouragement

Shouldn't you have had mercy on your 
fellow servant just as I had on you?
– Matthew 18:33, NIV

God, help me when I’m tempted to deny 
mercy. Let me remember all of the times 
You’ve shown me grace and offer that 
same kindness to my fellow human beings. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Today I Am Thankful For
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Therefore let it be known to you, 
brethren, that through this Man is 

preached to you the forgiveness of sins; 
—Acts 13:38

Joseph was one of the first victims of human trafficking. His 
jealous brothers sold him and he was taken to be a servant in 
a foreign land. 
The fear he must have felt as he traveled to a strange country 
had to be overwhelming. But what could he do? Thousands of 
miles from home and without any money, he had no options.
So, Joseph became a servant. He worked hard and it wasn’t 
long before other people began to notice. Because God was 
with him, Joseph quickly advanced to his master’s right hand 
man. He was in charge of everything Potiphar owned.
Potiphar’s wife took special notice of Joseph and began 
harassing him on the job. When he continued to decline her 
advances, the woman eventually claimed that Joseph had 
assaulted her.
Joseph was sent to prison without a trial or defender. But 
even there, God was with him and Joseph prospered. 
Eventually, Joseph became the second most powerful man in 
Egypt, serving directly under the Pharaoh. 
Years later, Joseph’s brothers were worried about retaliation. 
They came to him promising to be his slaves and Joseph was 
finally in a position to pay them back. He could have ordered 
them and their families to be executed. He could have sent 
them to prison for what they did.
This is his moment for retribution but Joseph never takes it. 
That’s a simple way to tell if you’ve forgiven someone. Ask 
yourself, “If I had the opportunity to repay someone for the 
evil they’ve done to me, would I take the chance?” 

Psalm 103:12 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – The Chance to Get Even

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

Today’s Encouragement

You intended to harm me, but God 
intended it for good to accomplish what is 
now being done, the saving of many lives.
– Genesis 50:20, NIV

God, let me be like Joseph, who never sought 
to hurt his brothers for the evil they’d inflicted 
on him. Instead, let me focus on You and Your 
plan to redeem this situation for Your glory 
and my good. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Today I Am Thankful For
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in whom we have redemption through 
His blood, the forgiveness of sins.

—Colossians 1:14

When David had finished uniting his kingdom and 
defending his country, he thought again of his beloved 
friend, Jonathan. Longing to show kindness in his 
friend’s memory, he calls for a search to be done. 
Does Jonathan have any family that he could look 
after?
After interviewing a few people, David discovers that 
Jonathan does still have some family left, a son by the 
name of Mephibosheth who was crippled in a fall 
when he was just a small child.
So, David orders for Mephibosheth and his son to be 
brought to him. Typically, new kings would completely 
destroy the family of the previous king. 
These executions would be carried out so that no one 
from the family would come to assassinate the 
newest king. That means that when David called for 
Mephibosheth, the crippled man was probably 
anxious. 
He expected a sword to greet him and instead, he’s 
given a position of favor within the kingdom. In many 
ways, this is a story of what happens to Christians. 
Jesus rescues and restores us to a right relationship 
with him, allowing us to dine at the table He’s 
preparing in Heaven. 

Ephesians 1:7 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Welcome to the Table

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

Today’s Encouragement

David asked, “Is there anyone still left of 
the house of Saul to whom I can show 
kindness for Jonathan’s sake?”
– 2 Samuel 9:1, NIV

God, You have invited this beggar to eat at 
Your table and shown me kindness I don’t 
deserve. Thank You for Your amazing love. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Today I Am Thankful For
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To the Lord our God belong mercy and 
forgiveness, though we have rebelled 

against Him. —Daniel 9:9

Esau and his younger brother, Jacob were twins born 
to Isaac and Rebekah. From the time they were in the 
womb into their adult years, they fought. The two had 
such distinct personalities that they are as different as 
night and day.
When he was hungry, Esau sold his birthright to Jacob. 
He exchanges it only for a bowl of a stew, a temporary 
meal is what he trades for his heritage.
After time passes, Isaac ages. He’s no longer able to 
see and he knows his time on earth is growing short. 
He calls for his older son Esau to prepare him a meal 
and then he’ll bless him.
But Jacob disguises himself and claims the blessing. 
This enrages Esau so Jacob flees to a distant country. 
For the next two decades, the brothers remain 
strangers. 
When Jacob goes to return home, he hears that Esau 
is coming to greet him. He’s terrified that his brother 
plans to slaughter him and his family. So, he goes 
humbly, bowing before his twin. 
Esau ignores the gifts and instead tackles Jacob in a 
hug. Together, they weep and all is forgiven between 
the two. 
Do you have a sibling you need to forgive or long to 
reconcile with? Take a page out of Jacob’s book and 
pray over your reunion. 

Daniel 9:9 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Brotherly Love

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

Today’s Encouragement

But Esau ran to meet Jacob and embraced 
him; he threw his arms around his neck and 
kissed him. And they wept.
– Genesis 33:4, NIV

God, You see what’s happened between 
me and (sibling’s name). I ask for healing 
and forgiveness over this situation. Please 
restore us to a loving relationship. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen.

Today I Am Thankful For
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For I will be merciful to their 
unrighteousness, and their sins and their 
lawless deeds I will remember no more 

—Hebrews 8:12 

Simon was a religious leader living in Capernaum. He 
invited Jesus to dinner one night. Maybe he was intrigued 
by the thought of the Messiah. Maybe he hoped to catch 
him in some half-truth to prove that Jesus wasn’t who he 
said he was.
Whatever his reason, Simon extended the invitation and 
Jesus accepted. During those times, it was customary for 
a host to offer water to cleanse the feet of his guests. 
The host would also kiss a guest and anoint his head with 
oil. These acts were done to show great love and honor 
toward a guest.
But Simon has done none of these things for Jesus. 
Instead, he has shown great dishonor and ignored his 
guest’s needs. So, Mary comes forward. She is a sinner, a 
woman that many in that time considered unclean.
While she’s attending to Jesus, those around her begin to 
make judgements. Maybe there were loud whispers, 
awkward stares, or lewd comments made. 
It’s Jesus who defends her saying, “Therefore, I tell you, 
her many sins have been forgiven—as her great love has 
shown. But whoever has been forgiven little loves little.”
When someone has been forgiven by God and it changes 
their hearts, they love BIG. They choose to embrace grace 
and they’re quick to honor Jesus in all things. 
at God saw her loving sacrifice and would provide for her.

Isaiah 43:25 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Do You Love BIG?

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

Today’s Encouragement

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not 
envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It 
does not dishonor others, it is not self-
seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no 
record of wrongs.
—1 Corinthians 13:4-5

God, help me to be someone who loves 
You and honors You regardless of who’s 
around. Fill me up with Your love and let 
me pour it into others that need Your 
grace. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Today I Am Thankful For
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Therefore submit to God. Resist 
the devil and he will flee from 

you. —James 4:7

Laura’s husband walked out on her to be with another 
woman. At first, Laura was devastated. She was an 
orphan and had no family other than her husband. “I 
felt like she took the one person who meant the 
whole world to me,” Laura said.
As the years passed, Laura healed from her husband’s 
betrayal. Eventually, God brought a new man into her 
life. When he asked her to marry him, she was 
delighted and they began to plan for an autumn 
wedding.
Laura didn’t want to bring baggage from her past into 
her new marriage so she reached out to her pastor. “I 
can truthfully say I’ve forgiven him and her.” She said, 
“It took a lot of work but I bear them no malice. My 
question is, should I share the fact that I’ve forgiven 
them?”
Laura’s pastor said, “Forgiveness is about your heart, 
not theirs. If you say you’ve forgiven someone and 
they haven’t sought you out, you risk offending the 
other party and opening yourself up to more 
emotional wounds. But if someone comes to you, 
confessing their sin and seeking forgiveness, then 
offer it freely and wish them the best.”

Hebrews 10:17 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Should You
Announce Your Forgiveness?

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

Today’s Encouragement

The Lord is compassionate and gracious, 
slow to anger, abounding in love.
– Psalm 103:8, NIV

God, please show me if there’s someone 
who needs to hear that I forgive them. If 
they don’t, give me the peace to move on. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Today I Am Thankful For



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

Today This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24
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..Return to the Lord your God, For He is 
gracious and merciful, Slow to anger, 
and of great kindness;.. —Joel 2:13

Eva Mozes Kor was just ten years old when her family 
was sent to an Auschwitz concentration camp. Because 
she had a twin sister named Miriam, she and her sister 
were experimented on. 
Dr. Josef Mengele known to many as the “Angel of 
Death” would perform cruel and unusual medical 
operations. He was fascinated by twins and they were 
often the subject of his torture. 
Often, Eva and her sister would be injected with various 
substances. One of these injections made Eva very sick. 
She heard Mengele claim that she would die shortly. 
That’s when she made a decision to prove him wrong 
and live in spite of her conditions.
After months of cruelty, Eva and her sister were rescued 
from the brutal camp. The girls eventually moved to 
Israel where they finally felt safe for the first time in 
years.
On the fiftieth anniversary of the Holocaust, Eva read 
aloud a letter of forgiveness that she’d written to the 
Nazis and those working with them. 
Rainer Höss heard of her letter and reached out. He was 
the grandson of a top SS guard and he wanted to meet 
her. The pair’s first meeting was at Auschwitz.
They’ve stayed in touch and are friends now. Eva even 
describes Rainer as her grandson, the two having 
adopted each other as family. 

Jeremiah 31:34 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Eva’s Grandson

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

Today’s Encouragement

We love because he first loved us.
– 1 John 4:19, NIV

God, help me to forgive those that have 
wronged me. Show me how to let go so I 
can live without hate or bitterness in my 
heart. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Today I Am Thankful For



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

Today This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24
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He who is without sin among you,
let him throw a stone at her first.

—John 8:7

Logan was in the kitchen, making his girls’ their school 
lunches when he heard the scream. He went running into 
their bedroom, prepared to face an intruder, huge insect, 
or other threat to his daughters.
Instead, what he found was Zoey, his five year old, 
tearfully trying to fix a book with a torn page. Also in the 
room was Scarlett, his six year old, who was very upset 
about the book. “Daddy, I told her. I told her to be 
careful.”
Logan knelt to examine the book and took it from Zoey’s 
hands. “This is something I can help with. It just needs 
tape. Scarlett, it’s not a big deal.”
Scarlett gestured to the page. “Yes, it is! This was a library 
book and I let her borrow my card.” She sniffed. 
Logan sighed and set the book down. “Scarlett, do you 
know what mercy is?”
When she shook her head, he said, “It’s when you forgive 
somebody for hurting you. Even if they didn’t mean to. 
Zoe, did you do this on purpose?”
“I just wanted to look at it for a minute....I didn’t mean for 
it to happen. I’m sorry, really.” Zoey said quietly.
Logan grabbed tape and pieced the page together again. 
“God likes it when we show mercy toward each other. 
Scarlett, does that sound like something you’d like to try?”
Scarlett glanced from the book to her sister. “I want 
to…can I ask God to help me?” 

Luke 5:20 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Blessed Are the Merciful

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

Today’s Encouragement

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be 
shown mercy.
– Matthew 5:7, NIV

God, let me show mercy when someone 
else hurts me. But I can’t do it on my own. 
I need Your strength in order to forgive. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen.

Today I Am Thankful For



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

Today This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Today’s Promise Today’s Tasks

29

Repent therefore and be converted, that 
your sins may be blotted out, so that 

times of refreshing may come from the 
presence of the Lord, —Acts 3:19

Amy Ford was nineteen when she discovered she was 
pregnant. She opted to abort the baby but minutes before the 
procedure, she fainted. She took it as a sign and canceled the 
abortion.
She decided she would keep the child and raise it as her own. 
She told her friends, family, and church about her decision. 
Some people chose to pull away from her and she felt lonely 
during her pregnancy.
When the baby’s father proposed, Amy said yes. She was four 
months along when they made the decision. So she reached 
out to a pastor she knew and asked him to perform the 
ceremony.
But the pastor refused. He claimed he couldn’t bless a union 
like theirs because Amy and the baby’s father had sinned 
greatly.
Years later, the same pastor got in touch with Amy. He shared 
that his response to that situation had haunted him for years. 
He longed to make it right. 
He had seen Amy launch Embrace Grace, an organization 
dedicated to reaching out to mothers of unplanned 
pregnancies. So, the pastor invited her to speak to his 
congregation.
After her message, he stood up and publicly apologized. Amy 
and her family forgave the pastor and now, he’s a beloved 
mentor to their family. It’s not easy when someone within the 
church hurts you. But healing and redemption are possible 
through the gift of forgiveness. 

2 Corinthians 5:17 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Embrace Grace

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

Today’s Encouragement

Do not repay evil with evil or insult with 
insult. On the contrary, repay evil with 
blessing, because to this you were called so 
that you may inherit a blessing.
– 1 Peter 3:9, NIV

God, when those in the church hurt, help 
me to repay them with a blessing. Give me 
the courage and strength to show grace. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen.

Today I Am Thankful For



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

Today This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24
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But I say to you who hear: Love 
your enemies, do good to those 

who hate you, —Luke 6:27

One of the hardest parts of forgiving someone is coming 
to terms with the injustice of what’s happened. 
Maybe it was a car accident that took your ability to walk 
while the other driver wasn’t punished at all. Maybe it 
was the conniving woman who destroyed your marriage 
and she now has a beautiful family. Maybe it was the 
illness that slowly stole your beloved parent from you.
Jesus knows how injustice feels. He knows the pain and 
agony of watching those who hurt him. He’s cried as the 
paramedics cut you free from the crumpled car, sat in 
that waiting room with you, and watched as someone 
you once loved slowly disappeared before your eyes.
He knows because He’s been there. When no one stood 
up for him, when he had no defender, when evil was 
determined to crush him, he was alone. He felt utterly 
forsaken with no one to show him any kindness.
And in that moment, His only thought was of you. He 
chose the pain, the shame, the abuse, the humiliation, 
the torture, the mocking. He endured it all so that He 
could welcome you into the kingdom, dear one.
“Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet 
we considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and 
afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he 
was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that 
brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are 
healed.” – Isaiah 53:4-5, NIV 

Luke 7:47 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – In the Middle of Injustice 

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

Today’s Encouragement

Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they 
do not know what they are doing.” And 
they divided up his clothes by casting lots.
– Luke 23:34, NIV

God, in the middle of injustice, remind me again 
that I am not alone. That Jesus paid the ultimate 
price so that I could know peace and comfort, no 
matter what my circumstances are. Thank You, 
Jesus for what You’ve done for me. I will love and 
serve You forever. In Your Matchless name, Amen.

Today I Am Thankful For



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

Today This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24
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…if you have anything against anyone, 
forgive him, that your Father in heaven 
may also forgive you your trespasses…

—Mark 11:25

Matthew 6:14-15 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Notes for Reflection Today’s Encouragement

Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they 
do not know what they are doing.” And 
they divided up his clothes by casting lots.
– Luke 23:34, NIV

Today I Am Thankful For

Today’s Prayer

God, thank you for your forgiveness. As 
the Month of February ends and March 
begins help me to walk forward in 
forgiveness from this day. I bless you for 
forgiveness  in Jesus’ name, Amen.

Today’s Scripture



Notes

And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17



Notes

And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17
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