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And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

Today This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Today’s Promise Today’s Tasks
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The LORD will fight for you; you 
need only to be still.

—Exodus 14:14

The Israelites had been freed from Egyptian captivity after 
four hundred years. God had done a series of miracles to set 
them free. Now, they were journeying away from everything 
they’d known.

For the first few miles, the journey must have felt exciting. 
But as the hours passed, doubts crept in. Where would they 
go? How were they going to survive the harsh desert climate? 
Where would they find food and water? What was God doing 
in the middle of all this? 

Then the news comes—the Egyptians have decided to pursue 
them. They’re hemmed in by the Red Sea on one side and the 
cruel army on the other. They panic, demanding to know 
from Moses if God has led them this far only to let them die. 
Have you ever stood in the same place? God led you out of 
one place but now you’re dealing with new terrors.  

Maybe God delivered you from an abusive marriage but now 
you’re worried about how you’re going to raise your children 
as a single parent. Maybe God delivered you from an 
addiction but now you’re overwhelmed at the thought of 
sobriety. What looked like a promising new beginning seems 
to be another ending…or is it? God used the Red Sea to show 
His power and strength. Just as He made a way for the 
Israelites, He can make a way for you. Lean into Him in the 
middle of your wilderness journey.

Isaiah 40:31 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Red Sea Faith

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

"Don't be afraid if things seem difficult in the 
beginning. That's only the initial impression. 
The important thing is not to retreat; you 
have to master yourself." —Olga Korbut 

Today’s Encouragement

Through the Lord’s mercies we are not 
consumed, Because His compassions fail not. 
They are new every morning; Great is Your 
faithfulness. “The Lord is my portion,” says 
my soul, “Therefore I hope in Him!”.
—Lamentations 3:22-24

God, I thought this was a new beginning but 
now it feels like an ending. Please give me 
faith to trust You during this time. Remind 
me again that You always come through 
during the Red Sea moments. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen.
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Honor your father and your mother, so 
that you may live long in the land the 

LORD your God is giving you.
—Exodus 20:12

Jill was coming home from work when she noticed 
a letter from her car dealership. She opened it to 
discover there was a recall on the make and model 
of her vehicle. The brakes had failed in several 
minivans like hers resulting in injuries and deaths.

Bright and early the next morning, Jill arranged to 
take her van to the dealership. She was relieved 
that though she’d been at risk, no harm had come 
to her family.

When the job was done, Jill picked up her vehicle. 
Her faulty brake system had been replaced and 
she could breathe easier now.

Just like vehicle parts need to be replaced when 
they’re faulty, so does the human heart. God 
specializes in heart transplants for those who have 
a “heart of stone”.

Using the gift of repentance, He calls His wayward 
child home offering a “heart of flesh” that’s 
yielded to the Holy Spirit.

2 Corinthians 5:7 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – A New Heart

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

“God loves each of us as if there were only 
one of us” —Augustine

Today’s Encouragement

I can do all things through him who 
strengthens me.
—Philippians 4:13

God, when my heart is stony, please replace 
it. Don’t let me become bitter and hard. 
Break me down in repentance and give me 
a supernatural heart transplant. You’re the 
only One who can do this. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.
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but those who hope in the LORD will 
renew their strength.

—Isaiah 40:31

Aiden was twelve years old, a foster kid living in a rundown 
neighborhood. He joined a gang and spent the next few 
years dealing drugs and engaging in other illegal activities.

Shortly after he turned twenty, Aiden was arrested. He was 
sentenced to several years in prison for his part in a home 
robbery. He had taken priceless family heirlooms an elderly 
woman and sold them for money.

When the woman requested to meet with him, Aiden was 
nervous. He expected to see hate in her eyes and hear 
condemnation fall from her lips. But he received neither.

Instead, a frail woman with a head full of white hair 
showed up and gave him the biggest hug. She explained 
that she’d come not to scold but to forgive. “I want you to 
know that new beginnings are possible at any moment.” 
She said. “No matter what you’ve done or how far you’ve 
gone.”

Like Aiden, you may have done things you’re not proud of. 
But Your Heavenly Father is willing to offer you a new 
beginning. 

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will 
forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” 
(1 John 1:9, NIV)

Psalm 98:1 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Set Free

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

“God never said that the journey would be 
easy, but He did say that the arrival would be 
worthwhile” —Max Lucado

Today’s Encouragement

Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, 
for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will 
help you, I will uphold you with my righteous 
right hand.
—Isaiah 41:10

God, I confess I’ve sinned. I want to be set 
free, to walk in a new beginning. Show me 
the right path and help me to walk it. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen.
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So do not fear, for I am with you; do 
not be dismayed, for I am your God.

—Isaiah 41:10

Nehemiah was a cupbearer in Biblical times. When he heard 
of the tragedies that had befallen Jerusalem, he was deeply 
troubled. The city’s walls had crumbled and many there lived 
in deep poverty.
King Artaxerxes noticed Nehemiah’s sadness and asked him 
what was troubling him. Nehemiah explained the situation, 
asking the king for permission to return to Jerusalem and 
restore the protective wall.
Nehemiah’s request was granted and the task was done in 
fifty-two days (Nehemiah 6:15). But the project wasn’t all 
smooth sailing and spiritual celebration. The work was hard 
and grueling. If that weren’t enough, Nehemiah was 
continually taunted by the nations around him. His enemies 
even plotted together to overtake Jerusalem. But God was 
faithful and allowed the project to be completed.
When you think of new beginnings, you might think of fun and 
exciting opportunities. But new beginnings can bring spiritual 
opposition, too. Perhaps it’s a parent that’s not supportive of 
your faith or a co-worker that openly mocks you for your 
beliefs. 
As you study Nehemiah, keep in mind that he did three vital 
things when he was under spiritual attack: First, he prayed to 
God, pouring out his troubles. Then he went on guard. Lastly, 
he continued the work.
Don’t give up in the middle of your new beginning. You might 
be encountering trouble on every side just like Nehemiah. But 
stand firm in the place that God has called you, too. He has a 
purpose for this season you’re walking through.

Isaiah 43:19 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Stand Firm

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

“God’s work done in God’s way will never 
lack God’s supplies.” —Hudson Taylor

Today’s Encouragement

No temptation has overtaken you that is not 
common to man. God is faithful, and he will 
not let you be tempted beyond your ability, 
but with the temptation he will also provide 
the way of escape, that you may be able to 
endure it.
—1 Corinthians 10:13

God, this is hard. You called me to a new 
beginning and I was excited. But now I’m 
worried. Everything and everyone seems 
against me. Please give me the strength and the 
courage to stand firm and continue the work 
You’ve set before me. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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For I am the LORD your God who takes 
hold of your right hand and says to you, 

Do not fear; I will help you.
—Isaiah 41:13

Jerry was visiting a state park with his grandson. He was 
delighted to show the boy the beautiful land that he’d 
spent years hiking. He pointed to a tree where he’d 
carved his initials when he was young. He walked his 
familiar prayer path, explaining that he often walked the 
trail when he was praying for various family members.

When the pair came to a familiar creek, they decided to 
rest for a bit. His grandson pointed out an area of the 
woods that was blackened by soot and ash. “What 
happened there, Grandpa?”

“That’s the forest fire,” Jerry said. 
“Is it all dead?” The young boy asked.
Jerry pointed to a few green buds in the ground. “See 
these small sprouts? New beginnings are growing right 
now.”

Sometimes, it’s tempting to judge new or inexperienced 
Christians. You might be tempted to judge someone else 
for their past. Maybe they went to prison, lived a party 
lifestyle, or made a string of bad choices.

But don’t trample the tender green shoots just rising 
from the ground. Instead, focus on how you can mentor 
this Christian. Invite them into your growth journey and 
let your roots grow deeper together.

Ephesians 4:23-24 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Small Sprouts

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

“God will meet you where you are in order 
to take you where He wants you to go.”
—Tony Evans

Today’s Encouragement

The Lord is my strength and my song, and he 
has become my salvation; this is my God, 
and I will praise him, my father's God, and I 
will exalt him.
—Exodus 15:2

God, send me a Christian brother or sister 
who needs a mentor in their life. Give me 
the boldness to share what You’re working 
on in my life and the desire to love them 
right where they are. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask 
God, who gives generously to all without 
finding fault, and it will be given to you.

—James 1:5

Shawna knew that God had called her to move to New 
York City. But she had no job there, no contacts, and no 
knowledge of the city. She prayed over her desire to go, 
hoping that God would provide a way.

Two years passed and Shawna went to community 
college. She took odd jobs here and there, eventually 
getting hired by a couple from New York.

They needed a nanny for their children and Shawna 
instantly bonded with the two young boys.

Six months after the job opened up, the couple came to 
Shawna with a proposal. They wanted to move back to 
New York but they asked her to relocate with them.

They would handle her moving fees and allow her to 
stay with them while she searched for an apartment.

Sometimes, God gives us a dream and doesn’t fulfill it 
immediately.

He uses these in-between seasons of waiting to 
strengthen our prayer lives, grow our faith, and teach 
us more about His character.

God can make a path in the wilderness.

Jeremiah 29:11 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – New Places

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

“Let God’s promises shine on your 
problems.” —Corrie ten Boom

Today’s Encouragement

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the 
strength of his might.
—Ephesians 6:10

God, thank You for calling me to new 
adventures! I confess that sometimes new 
things scare me. But I trust Your hand. 
Please provide for me. Go before and 
behind me. I want Your will to be done in 
this place. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist 
the devil, and he will flee from you.

—James 4:7

Every year on June 12th, Walter throws a birthday party. He 
invites everyone he’s ever known and gives each guest a 
small gift. He provides a cake, live music, and all-you-can-eat 
BBQ dinner.

At the end of the party, Walter steps up to the podium. 
Then he reveals a perplexing fact—his birthday isn’t until 
December. But he considers June 12, 1989 his true 
“birthday” because that’s the day he met Jesus.

Before Walter accepted Jesus as his Savior, he was a 
member of a white supremacist group. He was in prison for 
just about every crime and his heart was filled with deep 
hate for anyone that was different.

But it was the persistence of a local pastor who ministered 
to the prison that got through to him. Jim was African-
American and he never responded to any of Walter’s racist 
remarks or his cruel comments. Instead, he spoke kindly to 
Walter and prayed for him. When Walter needed medical 
care, Jim became his advocate, making sure the other man 
was cared for.

Sometimes, God calls us to love people who aren’t likeable. 
Sometimes, God asks us to stand in love and pray for them. 
But this isn’t something you have to do in your own 
strength. Ask God to let His Divine love for this person to 
flow into your heart and spill into every area of your life.

Proverbs 23:18 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Beautiful Birthdays

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

“Christ literally walked in our shoes.” —Tim 
Keller

Today’s Encouragement

For the Lord your God is he who goes with 
you to fight for you against your enemies, to 
give you the victory.
—Deuteronomy 20:4

God, when others mock me, when they are 
unkind, when they hurt me, give me the 
grace to love them anyway. I can’t do this 
on my own. I need You. Fill me up with 
kindness and grace. Show me how to love 
my enemies. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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he LORD himself goes before you 
and will be with you;
—Deuteronomy 31:8

Luke was home during a thunderstorm when 
lightning struck the tree in his front yard. He loved 
the tree and didn’t want to risk killing it. So he left it 
alone, hoping that the tree would eventually revive.

But a neighbor cautioned Luke against his approach. 
“If you don’t remove the dead branches, the decaying 
wood will attract insects and infect the healthy parts 
of the tree. To save it, you need to do some pruning.”

Sometimes, God allows lightning to strike our lives—it 
might be the unexpected diagnosis, the sudden 
accident, or the loss of a job. These events are painful
but they often lead to pruning our lives.

Maybe that diagnosis was a wakeup call that you 
need to work on your marriage or that sudden 
accident prompted you to restore a relationship with 
an aging parent. Perhaps the job loss brought a 
renewed commitment to handling your resources like 
a wise steward.

When you’re facing a big change or new beginning in 
your life, ask God what He wants to teach you. Be 
open to the Holy Spirit’s movement and act on what 
He reveals to you.

Psalm 31:23-24 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Old Branches

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

"He is no fool who gives what he cannot 
keep, to gain what he cannot lose." —Jim 
Elliot

Today’s Encouragement

But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, 
for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 
Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my 
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest 
upon me. For the sake of Christ, then, I am content 
with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, 
and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am 
strong.—2 Corinthians 12:9-10

God, show me what branches I need to 
prune in my life. Give me the courage to be 
brave and follow You in obedience. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen.
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For God so loved the world that he 
gave his one and only Son…

—John 3:16

Michael had lived on the same mountain with his 
father for years. His father had Parkinson’s disease so 
Michael had moved in to become his father’s 
caretaker. He loved the mountain and he valued the 
days he had with his father.

Then one day, a fire broke out on the mountain. A 
campfire had gotten out of control and become a 
forest fire. The mountain was becoming more 
engulfed by the hour so Michael loaded up his father 
and what would fit into their vehicle.

As they started down the mountain, Michael could 
see areas of the asphalt had caught on fire. He was 
terrified of the flames and said, “Dad, I’m not sure if 
we can get through this.” 

“I’m right here,” his father calmly reminded him. 
“You’re going to be OK. Everything is under control.”

Sometimes, God calls us to leave everything familiar 
behind us and travel through a fiery path. This could 
be a loved one’s illness, the loss of a job, or a difficult 
relocation. But whatever the trial, God is with you. 
This new beginning might be painful but it will not be 
victorious over you.

1 Peter 1:3 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Through the Fire

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

“Remember who you are. Don’t compromise 
for anyone, for any reason. You are a child of 
the Almighty God. Live that truth.”
—Lysa Terkeurst

Today’s Encouragement

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be frightened, and do 
not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is 
with you wherever you go.
—Joshua 1:9

God, help me. I see fire or floods rage 
around me, and it terrifies me. Help me to 
remember that just as Michael’s dad was 
beside him, You’re beside me. Let me feel 
Your presence in the middle of this new 
beginning. In Jesus’ name, Amen
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So if the Son sets you free, 
you will be free indeed.

—John 8:36

Leslie kept getting a message that her computer’s 
hard drive was full. When she showed it to her son, 
he explained that she needed to get rid of some 
computer files. He advised her to start with old 
videos she’d downloaded and no longer needed.

As Leslie watched the files delete, she thought 
about her life. There were many things she wished 
she could delete—the painful divorce she’d walked 
through, the harsh words she’d spoken to her 
daughter that morning, the selfish choices she’d 
made a few months ago.

That’s when the words of Proverbs 28:13 came to 
mind. She realized that forgiveness was God’s way 
of allowing for new beginnings.

Because of Jesus’s sacrifice on the Cross, 
everything you’ve done wrong is covered in rivers 
of grace and mercy.

In Isaiah 43:25, God says, “I, even I, am he who 
blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and 
remembers your sins no more.” 

1 Chronicles 16:11 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Finding Forgiveness

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

If you can’t fly, then run, If you can’t run, 
then walk, If you can’t walk, then crawl, but 
whatever you do, you have to keep moving 
forward.” —Martin Luther King Jr.

Today’s Encouragement

For God gave us a spirit not of fear but of 
power and love and self-control.
—2 Timothy 1:7

God, thank You for Your forgiveness! Thank You 
for new mercies each moment. I’ve hurt others 
and myself by the choices I’ve made. Show me 
to repair these relationships and walk in 
righteousness. I want to honor You in 
everything I say and do. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask 
for in prayer, believe that you have 

received it, and it will be yours.
—Mark 11:24

When Whitney’s father died, she grieved him deeply. She 
had become a Christian late in life and had prayed for her 
father’s salvation faithfully every day. But now with him 
gone, she felt hopeless.

“My one desire has always been to see my father again in 
Heaven,” she explained to a friend. “Now, I’ll never get 
that chance. He never showed any sign of repentance 
even in his final days.”

Whitney’s friend gently reminded her of the thief on the 
Cross with Jesus. “That man lived stubbornly in his sin until 
the last moments of his life. Yet Jesus still welcomed him 
into Heaven when he recognized his need for a Savior.”

Sometimes, loved ones start their new beginning in the 
afterlife and they leave us with questions. We wonder if 
they believed in Jesus. We wonder if they’ll be there to 
greet us when we cross over.

God is the God of second chances and new beginnings. He 
doesn’t reject anyone that comes to Him—even if they 
seek Him only in the last moments of their life.
Your loved one may have turned to God and with their last 
breath echoed the cry of the thief on the Cross, “Jesus, 
remember me when you come into your kingdom.”
(Luke 23:42)

Romans 5:5 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – The God of Second Chances

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

"If God is your partner, make your plans 
BIG!" —D.L. Moody

Today’s Encouragement

“Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and 
will not be afraid; for the Lord God is my 
strength and my song, and he has become 
my salvation.”
—Isaiah 12:2

God, thank You for second chances and 
abundant grace. I pray for those I love who 
may not have a relationship with You. Open 
their eyes to their need. Woo them into a 
relationship with You. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.



And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. —Colossians 3:17

Today This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.—Psalm 118:24

Today’s Promise Today’s Tasks

12

Have I not commanded you? 
Be strong and courageous. 

Do not be afraid;
—Joshua 1:9

Katie was a pharmacy store living in Oregon. She had several 
regular customers including a teenager named Jenna who 
came in to pick up her father’s medications.

As the weeks passed, the two formed an easy friendship. 
They often discussed books they enjoyed and traded 
recommendations with each other.

One day, Katie noticed that Jenna had skipped several of her 
regular trips. When she finally showed up, she bought 
several pregnancy tests and disappeared into the bathroom. 
Katie talked to the scared teenager and reminded her that 
she would be OK. Throughout the pregnancy, she mentored 
the younger woman, walking with her through all of the 
doctor’s appointments.

When Jenna finally gave birth, she asked Katie to adopt and 
raise the child. Katie was shocked since she’d been infertile 
for decades. Raising a child was a dream that she and her 
husband had given up on years ago. But they prayed over 
the decision and decided to adopt the new baby. Katie’s still 
in contact with Jenna and she frequently Skypes her with 
the baby to show her how well she’s doing.

Sometimes, God gives us a new beginning after we’ve given 
up all hope of having a dream fulfilled. But just because 
you’ve given up hope, it doesn’t mean that God has stopped 
working for your good.

Ezekiel 11:19 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Family Ties

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

“You are the only Bible some unbelievers 
will ever read.” —John MacArthurbut

Today’s Encouragement

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest.
—Matthew 11:28

God, I confess I’ve let some dreams die. I 
thought maybe they weren’t part of Your 
will. But if You want me to walk the road of 
new beginnings, I will. Show me what to do. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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And my God will meet all your 
needs according to the riches of his 

glory in Christ Jesus.
—Philippians 4:19

In Jerusalem, there was a pool where the waters were 
sometimes stirred by an angel. The first person to get into the 
pool was instantly healed of whatever disability or disease 
they suffered from. 
Because of this, many people who were disabled, ill, or 
suffering would lie close to the pool. They hoped by camping 
nearby, they could enter the water.
One man had stayed by the poolside for thirty-eight years. Yet 
despite his faithfulness, despite his hopes, despite his dreams, 
he never manages to get to the pool. 
When Jesus shows up, the man sounds like he’s given up all 
hope. 
“Sir,” the invalid replied, “I have no one to help me into the 
pool when the water is stirred. While I am trying to get in, 
someone else goes down ahead of me.” (John 5:7, NIV)
Seeing the compassion in the eyes of Jesus, maybe the man 
felt a stirring of hope for the first time in years. He may have 
expected Jesus to take him to the water. But Jesus issues a 
simple command instead, “Pick up your mat and walk.”
When you’ve been praying for healing for months or years, it 
can begin to feel like time is working against you. You might 
think, “It’s been two decades—my marriage isn’t going to be 
healed. My daughter’s struggled with a drug addiction for 
sixteen years—she isn’t going to be healed.”
But time is no obstacle for Jesus. Whether it’s been three 
months or three decades, God can still breathe healing into 
your life and give you a beautiful new beginning.

Colossians 3:9-10 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – When Hope You for Healing

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

“We gain strength, and courage, and 
confidence by each experience in which we 
really stop to look fear in the face...we must 
do that which we think we cannot.“
—Eleanor Roosevelt

Today’s Encouragement

He gives power to the faint, and to him who 
has no might he increases strength.
—Isaiah 40:29

God, I see the months and years passing and I’m 
tempted to believe You’ve abandoned me. I’m 
tempted to lose faith that You will heal me. Oh, 
Jesus, intervene in my situation! Just like You had 
compassion over the invalid man, have 
compassion over me. Heal all of my broken, achy 
places. In Your name I ask this, Amen.
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I called to the LORD, who is 
worthy of praise, and I have been 

saved from my enemies.
—Psalm 18:3

Anna’s family had moved recently and she had to attend 
a new high school. She returned from school one day, 
troubled over mean girls who had bullied her publicly.

She was aching from the sting of their words and the 
humiliation still made her face burn.

At home, she yelled at a younger sibling, acted flippantly 
with her father, and finally stormed out of the house. As 
she walked, a thunderstorm rolled in, splashing big rain 
drops on Anna.

She continued her walk, her tears mixing with the rain. 
After a few minutes, she heard the sound of boots on 
the pavement behind her. She turned to see her father, 
coming behind her.
He took an umbrella and held it over her as the two of 
them walked in the rain.

He didn’t admonish Anna for her outburst or chide her 
for letting her emotions get in the way. Instead, he 
simply chose to be there, sheltering her in the rain.

New beginnings can be exciting and fun. Yet sometimes, 
they’re painful and hard. But like Anna, you’re not 
walking alone in the rain. Your Heavenly Father is 
holding onto and sheltering you during this season.

Revelation 21:5 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Sheltered

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

“The Christian life is not a constant high. I 
have my moments of deep discouragement. 
I have to go to God in prayer with tears in 
my eyes, and say, 'O God, forgive me,' or 
'Help me.'” —Billy Graham

Today’s Encouragement

Of David. The Lord is my light and my 
salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the 
stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be 
afraid?
—Psalm 27:1

God, help! This new beginning 
hurts...please be my Shelter, be my 
Comforter. Remind me again that I’m not 
alone, that You’re walking with me. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen.
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Even though I walk through 
the darkest valley, I will fear 
no evil, for you are with me;

—Psalm 23:4

Megan worked as a youth director in her local church. She 
loved working with teenagers and watching as God 
transformed their lives. She loved the city where she lived and 
strong ties to her local community.

But the offer came from a church a thousand miles away. 
They wanted Megan to be the director of the women’s 
ministry. The idea excited and scared Megan. But she prayed 
over it and felt like God was leading her to it.

After several weeks in the new position, a beloved mentor of 
Megan’s visited her. The older woman wanted to know how 
the job was going and if Megan was enjoying her work.

With a sigh, Megan confessed her discouragement. Some of 
the members of the church were older and didn’t want to 
listen to her ideas. She was still struggling to find an 
apartment she could rent. Her car needed hundreds of dollars 
in repairs.

“It feels like everything suddenly went wrong,” She explained. 
“I thought I did what God wanted me to do, so why is this 
hard?” Megan’s mentor listened then reminded her of Peter.

“The moment he got out of the boat, the winds and the 
waves didn’t calm. They intensified. Just because you’re 
facing opposition doesn’t mean that you’re not exactly where 
you’re meant to be.”

Miach 7:7 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – What You Leave Behind

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

“Always, everywhere God is present, and 
always He seeks to discover Himself to each 
one” —A.W.Tozer

Today’s Encouragement

Be strong, and let your heart take courage, 
all you who wait for the Lord!
—Psalm 31:24

God, give me strength when the waves toss 
my anxious heart about. Help me to 
remember that You are here, that You see 
what’s going on. Fix my eyes on You and 
what You’re doing, not my circumstances. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen.
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The righteous cry out, and the 
LORD hears them; he delivers them 

from all their troubles.
—Psalm 34:17

The Israelites had been freed from Egyptian captivity after 
four hundred years. God had done a series of miracles to set 
them free. Now, they were journeying away from everything 
they’d known.

For the first few miles, the journey must have felt exciting. 
But as the hours passed, doubts crept in. Where would they 
go? How were they going to survive the harsh desert climate? 
Where would they find food and water? What was God doing 
in the middle of all this? 

Then the news comes—the Egyptians have decided to pursue 
them. They’re hemmed in by the Red Sea on one side and the 
cruel army on the other. They panic, demanding to know 
from Moses if God has led them this far only to let them die. 
Have you ever stood in the same place? God led you out of 
one place but now you’re dealing with new terrors.  

Maybe God delivered you from an abusive marriage but now 
you’re worried about how you’re going to raise your children 
as a single parent. Maybe God delivered you from an 
addiction but now you’re overwhelmed at the thought of 
sobriety. What looked like a promising new beginning seems 
to be another ending…or is it? God used the Red Sea to show 
His power and strength. Just as He made a way for the 
Israelites, He can make a way for you. Lean into Him in the 
middle of your wilderness journey.

Psalm 65:11 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – When You Need a Breakthrough

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

"If you believe in a God who controls the big 
things, you have to believe in a God who 
controls the little things.  It is we, of course, 
to whom things look 'little' or 'big’.”
—Elisabeth Elliot

Today’s Encouragement

My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is 
the strength of my heart and my portion 
forever.
—Psalm 73:26

Father, help me to walk in obedience. 
Others might think I’m silly or crazy for 
listening to You. But I believe You’re at work 
here. In the meantime, give me the grace 
and strength to keep waiting for this new 
breakthrough. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Take delight in the LORD, and he will 
give you the desires of your heart.

—Psalm 37:4

Tim Keenan, a man living in Colorado, was inspired to 
recycle old mattresses.

He started a business when he saw a need for the 
service—landfills in his area charge residents for throwing 
away mattresses because they don’t decompose easily.

Tim had the idea to recycle the individual components of 
the mattresses—selling the wood for firewood and the 
springs for scrap metal. He even recycles the foam and 
fabric, so nothing is wasted.

But that’s not all Tim does—he also wants to recycle 
lives, too. That’s why he hires men that have recently 
been released from prison or that are residents of 
halfway houses. Tim named his business, A Better 
Tomorrow Recycling—an organization that wants to 
changes lives, one mattress at a time.

Sometimes, it’s easy to label certain people as “broken”. 
It could be the single mom down the street, the former 
drug addict, or the man who was just released from 
prison.

But God is in the business of transforming lives and 
creating better tomorrows.

Proverbs 3:5-6 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – A Better Tomorrow

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

“There is no one who is insignificant in the 
purpose of God.” —Alistair Begg

Today’s Encouragement

But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for 
you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the 
more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the 
power of Christ may rest upon me.
—2 Corinthians 12:9

God, thank You for the plans You have for 
my life! Help me to be an encouragement to 
someone who needs to know that You 
never turn anyone away. Let me be a light 
and comfort to that person today. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen.
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and call on me in the day of trouble; I 
will deliver you, and you will honor me.

—Psalm 50:15

Jana was in college, driving an old car when it began to 
sputter on the highway

She guided the car safely to the side of the road, thankful 
she hadn’t been in an accident or injured by the failing 
car.

She reached for her cellphone to call her father who lived 
several hours away. But when she found her phone, she 
realized the battery life was too low for a phone call. As 
she was wondering what to do, a police officer knocked 
on her car window.

He gestured for her to push the lever for her hood. When 
she did, he went around to the front of the car and 
jiggled a switch. He signaled for Jana to start the car and 
to her amazement, the engine came to life.

When she thanked the officer, he said, “That’s the 
thing—sometimes, there’s one tiny spark of life left that 
you can’t see.”

The words stayed with Jana who went onto become a 
minister who works at a local women’s prison. Her goal is 
to be that spark for the women she leads. She enjoys 
watching as Jesus brings women who feel hopeless back 
to life.

Deuteronomy 23:5 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – The Spark

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

"Relying on God has to start all over 
everyday, as if nothing has yet been done." 
—C. S. Lewis

Today’s Encouragement

And you shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind and with all your strength.
—Mark 12:30

God, thank You for making me a new 
creation! Help me not to write off others 
because I think they’re too far gone. Instead 
let me wrap arms of love and mercy around 
them, speaking Your truth over their lives. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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You, Lord, are forgiving and good, 
abounding in love to all who call to you.

—Psalm 86:5

The end of the year and the beginning of the next one 
often inspire people to contemplate their lives. What 
have you done in the past year that you’ve regretted?

Did you speak out of turn in a situation where you 
should have remained silent? Did you abandon a family 
member or friend in their time of need? Did you lean 
deeper into a habitual sin?

In the book of Ezra, the Israelite nation returns to Judah 
after seventy years in captivity. They were taken from 
their homeland and forced to live in Babylon by King 
Nebuchadnezzar. The seven decades of imprisonment 
was God’s way of getting the attention of His wayward 
child.

Sometimes, God lets us walk through darkness so He can 
redeem us from some sin in our lives. Maybe your 
husband discovered your pornography habit and asked 
for a trial separation. Maybe your retail therapy is 
costing you thousands of dollars in debt.

Rest assured that though these days might be difficult, 
God is still using them for your good. His plan is to 
redeem you from your sin and restore you to a right 
relationship with Himself.  God’s compassion and His 
faithfulness will never fail you.

Psalm 20:4 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – New Mercies

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

"The best thing about the future is that it 
comes only one day at a time." —Abraham 
Lincoln

Today’s Encouragement

Then he said to them, “Go your way. Eat the 
fat and drink sweet wine and send portions 
to anyone who has nothing ready, for this 
day is holy to our Lord. And do not be 
grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your 
strength.”
—Nehemiah 8:10

God, I confess—I haven’t honored You with 
my words and deeds this past year. I 
acknowledge this sin and confess it before 
You. Please redeem my story and restore 
me in Your timing. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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And we know that in all things God works 
for the good of those who love him.

—Romans 8:28

Saul had spent his life doing the “right” things—He came 
from the right family. He taught the “right” doctrine. He 
zealously persecuted anyone who didn’t live up to his idea 
of righteousness.

Then in one blinding moment, Saul learns that he’s stood 
for the wrong things. He’s failed to understand the Gospel 
of Christ. He’s struck blind and left wondering what’s next. 
He spends the next few days in earnest prayer.

Finally, a man named Ananias because of the prompting of 
the Holy Spirit. The other disciple lays hands on Saul and he 
can see again.

But just because Saul has become saved doesn’t mean that 
his past no longer exists. Rather than let his past paralyze 
him, Saul immediately begins speaking out about his 
newfound faith and the revolutionary change in his life.

If anyone could have let his past mistakes and sins stop him 
from being an effective witness, it was Saul. He had every 
reason to wait it out on the sidelines. But he didn’t. He 
chose to step forward in faith, despite his failures and his 
fumbling. As you look forward to a new season, you might 
be overwhelmed by your past. Maybe you’re tempted to 
believe that you should sit on the bench. But take a page 
from Saul’s playbook and boldly proclaim the power of 
Jesus right where you are.

John 1:2 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – When the Past Paralyzes You

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

“Your potential is the sum of all the 
possibilities God has for your life.” —Charles 
Stanley

Today’s Encouragement

To the choirmaster. Of the Sons of Korah. 
According to Alamoth. A Song. God is our 
refuge and strength, a very present help in 
trouble.
—Psalm 46:1

God, thank You for forgiving me. When my 
past seems to haunt me, remind me to 
shine Your light and love wherever I am. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen.
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The LORD is a refuge for the oppressed, a 
stronghold in times of trouble.

—Psalm 9:9

In the book of Joshua, readers find the nation of the 
Israelites in the middle of a new beginning. Their 
previous leader, Moses, has passed away. They’ve 
finished wandering in the desert for forty years.

It’s now time to enter the blessed Promise Land. 
While the moment may have felt exciting, it also 
had to feel scary, too.

After all, there were most likely still giants living in 
the land (Numbers 13:31). If they were going to 
claim the Promised Land, they would have to fight 
for it.

Sometimes God calls us to fight for our new 
beginnings, too. Maybe God has called you to pray 
for your failing marriage, your wayward child, your 
failing health, or your unbelieving relative.

Don’t be afraid in this land of unknowns—for God is 
with you! He’s with you as you struggle to find a 
kind word to say to your spouse, as you long for 
your beloved child, as your strength fades, and your 
loved one seems to slip farther away.

You are not alone in this fight.

Revelation 22:13 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Be Courageous

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

"The best and most beautiful things in this 
world cannot be seen or even heard, but
must be felt with the heart." —Helen Keller

Today’s Encouragement

God, the Lord, is my strength; he makes my 
feet like the deer's; he makes me tread on 
my high places. To the choirmaster: with 
stringed instruments.
—Habakkuk 3:19

God, help me! I feel overwhelmed when I think of 
(situation). I know that sometimes, You call us to 
fight for new beginnings. So I’m fighting the only 
way I know how—with prayer. You see what’s 
going on here. Give me strength and courage for 
the battles ahead. Remind me again that You are 
near. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Those who know your name trust in 
you, for you, LORD, have never 
forsaken those who seek you.

—Psalm 9:10

David was a man who passionately loved God. But that 
didn’t mean his life was free from chaos, heartbreak, or 
drama. If anything, David had more than his fair share 
of these three things.

He lived with the chaos of war as he attempted to 
stabilize the warring factions of Israel. He survived the 
heartbreak of losing an infant child after his relationship 
with Bathsheba. He dealt with the drama from a son 
that tried to steal his throne and another who raped his 
sister.

But through it all, David did one thing right—he kept 
turning back to God. He didn’t hide his sins or pretend 
he was doing OK. He poured his grief, anger, 
heartbreak, and betrayals out into the book of Psalms.

Many times when we think of a new year, we think of 
Hallmark perfection. You might long for the ideal 
marriage, the beautifully blended family, or the joy of 
holding a child after years of infertility.

But even in the middle of your chaotic and messy life, 
God’s still with you. He doesn’t abandon you when 
hardship and heartbreak coming knock on your door. 
Instead, He draws close and gently bandages your 
wounds.

Exodus 12:2 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Messy Lives

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

Today’s Encouragement

May the Lord give strength to his people! 
May the Lord bless his people with peace!
—Psalm 29:11

God, sometimes I’m tempted to think that my life 
needs to look perfect before I can approach You. 
Help me to let go of this belief…I want to invite 
You into every area of my life, especially the ones 
that are messy! Be my Guide; show me how to 

release my broken pieces. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

“Be faithful in small things because it is in 
them that your strength lies.” —Mother 
Teresa
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Do not be anxious about anything, but in every 
situation, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 
—Philippians 4:6

Naomi had two sons and a loving husband. But within the 
space of a few years, all three men died. Naomi was a widow 
and she was in deep despair.

She returned to her hometown but when the local women 
called for her, she no longer answered to that name. Instead, 
she wanted to be known as Mara, a name which means 
bitterness (Ruth 1:20). 

As a widow in Biblical times, Naomi would have struggled to 
provide for herself. Not only is she facing the heartbreaking 
death of her sons and her husband, she’s now financially 
destitute.

But God provides for this widow through the hand of Boaz, a 
Godly man. He redeems both Ruth and Naomi from poverty 
by marrying Ruth.

As the Guardian-Redeemer, Boaz’s first child would not be 
considered from his lineage but from Naomi’s. The birth of 
this child was a sign of God’s care and provision for Naomi 
despite the hardship she suffered.

Sometimes, new beginnings feel bleak. It can seem as though 
God has abandoned you or turned away from your suffering. 
But just as Naomi’s story proves, God can (and will!) redeem 
your heartbreaks.

Genesis 1:1 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – The Guardian Redeemer

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

“The greater your knowledge of the 
goodness and grace of God on your life, the 
more likely you are to praise Him in the 
storm.” —Matt Chandler

Today’s Encouragement

I have said these things to you, that in me 
you may have peace. In the world you will 
have tribulation. But take heart; I have 
overcome the world.”
—John 16:33

God, thank You for being my Guardian-
Redeemer! You rescued me from despair 
just as You rescued Naomi through Boaz. 
Please grant me strength on this journey 
and bless this new beginning. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen.
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Trust in the LORD with all your heart and 
lean not on your own understanding; 

—Proverbs 3:5

Many years ago, a young man and his mentor were traveling 
to remote villages to share the good news of the Gospel. 
When they came to one town, there was an angry woman 
standing beside the road.

A deep puddle filled with mud prevented her from crossing. 
She was angry with her servants who were busy trying to hold 
onto her purchases from the general store. As she continued 
to berate the servants, the older man stepped in.

Without a word, he pulled the woman on his back and carried 
her safely across the road. He got mud on his own clothes but 
hers stayed in pristine condition. Rather than thank the man, 
the woman shoved him and went back to her journey, sulking 
now that the way was too long.

As the two men continued on, they walked in silence for 
several miles. Finally the younger man demanded, “Why did 
you carry that woman? She didn’t even have the decency to 
thank you!” The older man looked perplexed. “I put her down 
hours ago but it seems you’re the one carrying her now.”

It’s easy to hold onto the past, especially if we feel we’ve been 
wronged. Maybe your ex-spouse has spread vicious lies about 
you, perhaps a friend you trusted betrayed you, or maybe your 
co-worker stole the credit for your project.

You don’t have to carry these hurts and betrayals into a new 
season. It’s time to release these burdens and like Paul, press 
on toward the true prize—spending eternity with Jesus.

John 1:1 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Pressing Forward

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

"Continuous effort -- not strength nor 
intelligence -- is the key to unlocking our 
potential." —Winston Churchill 

Today’s Encouragement

Whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles 
of God; whoever serves, as one who serves 
by the strength that God supplies—in order 
that in everything God may be glorified 
through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory 
and dominion forever and ever. Amen.
—1 Peter 4:11

God, I release the burdens I’ve been 
carrying into Your hands. I don’t want to be 
so focused on my past that I miss the joy of 
the present. Help me to fix my eyes on You. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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And the prayer offered in faith will 
make the sick person well;

—James 5:15

If there was one thing Barnabas was known for, it was 
his encouragement.

He always had a kind word to say about everyone. He 
was quick to be a cheerleader to those around him.

He could expertly soothe ruffled feathers while still 
proclaiming truth. He never despised a small 
beginning—he could worship as easily with the new 
Christians as he could the mature believers.

When Barnabas heard that other Christians were 
afraid of Paul (then called Saul) for his past, he stood 
up for the new apostle.

He took Paul under his wing and invited him into 
fellowship, even though no one else wanted him 
around.

Look around your own circles. Is there someone on 
the edge who could use an encourager to stand up 
for them? Maybe there’s a woman in your business 
group who needs you to vouch for her.

Perhaps there’s a new attendee at your church who 
could use an encouraging mentor. Don’t be afraid to 
reach out and love on those around you!

Proverbs 1:7 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Be an Encourager

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

God is most glorified in us when we are 
most satisfied in Him” —John Piper 

Today’s Encouragement

But seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be 
added to you.
—Matthew 6:33

God, I want to be like Barnabas. Give me 
wisdom to spot those who need an 
encourager. Put Your words in my mouth 
that I would always speak light and life over 
others. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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But seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be 

given to you as well.
—Matthew 6:33

Recently, Cindy decided to move her bedroom. She’d 
been sleeping in a downstairs bedroom but recent 
construction noise from her next door neighbor had 
made it difficult to sleep. She decided to move her 
belongings into an upstairs bedroom that was further 
from the noise.

But she didn’t want to just haul her stuff from one room 
to the next. She wanted to clean both rooms thoroughly. 
As she started working, she quickly realized that her 
room had too much clutter. She made a pile for 
donations that she could give to a local church.

It took the weekend but when Cindy was done, she was 
happy again. Her new space looked cozy and 
comfortable. She knew she’d enjoy spending time in her 
bedroom again, now that it was clutter-free.

Sometimes, our hearts can get cluttered. In the verse in 
1 Peter, he lists a few things that can cause emotional 
clutter: malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander.

But what’s the solution if you’re dealing with a cluttered 
heart? You need to release these sins by confessing 
them and seeking God’s forgiveness. “If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins 
and purify us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9, NIV)

Lamentations 3:23 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Cluttered Heart

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

“We are all faced with a series of great 
opportunities brilliantly disguised as 
impossible situations.” —Chuck Swindoll

Today’s Encouragement

Even though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you 
are with me; your rod and your staff, they 
comfort me.
—Psalm 23:4

God, I confess—my heart is cluttered with 
sin and pride. Please purify and cleanse me 
from all unrighteousness. I know You are 
faithful to forgive me. Thank You for that 
sweet promise. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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…how much more will your 
Father in heaven give good gifts 

to those who ask him!
—Matthew 7:11

Hannah was a passenger onboard a large cruise ship. 
As one of the guests of the captain, she received a 
personalized tour from the man. He took the small 
group through the ship, stopping in at the bridge.

The captain had each worker introduce himself and 
explain what his job was. Everyone was listening 
intently and asking questions.

Finally, a five year old asked about the shiny brass. 
“Why does it shine?” He asked as he ran his fingers 
over it. 
The captain smiled at the small boy. “It’s constantly 
polished. If it’s not polished every day, it won’t shine at 
all.”

When Hannah went to bed that night, she thought of 
the captain’s words. She’d stopped reading her Bible 
and praying a few months ago after a painful breakup.
But she’d founded she missed spending time with God 
daily.

Now, she picked up her Bible and opened it to the 
book of Psalms. She started reading the verses, 
determined to rekindle her old habit. Do you have a 
spiritual discipline that you’ve abandoned? What 
would happen if you picked it back up today?

1 John 3:11 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Shining Love

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

“Take the first step in faith. You don’t have 
to see the whole staircase, just take the first 
step.” —Martin Luther King Jr. 

Today’s Encouragement

But the Lord stood by me and strengthened 
me, so that through me the message might 
be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles 
might hear it. So I was rescued from the 
lion's mouth.
—2 Timothy 4:17

God, thank You for waiting patiently for me! 
You always woo me back to Your embrace. 
Help me to lean into my faith this week and 
shine Your love to those around me. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Praise the LORD, my soul, and 
forget not all his benefits—

—Psalm 103:2

When Jesus began to talk of His coming death, it was Peter 
who piped up first. “I’ll never deny you even if I die with you.” 
He proclaims this confidently thumping his hand over his 
heart.
But just a short while later, Peter goes back on his word. Not 
just once or twice but three times. Three times he has the 
chance to proudly proclaim that he knows who Jesus is. Yet 
each time, he betrays the Rabbi and his friend.
Can you relate? Have you ever betrayed what you knew to be 
true just so you stayed safe? Maybe you didn’t stand up for 
that kid who was getting bullied. You just turned a blind eye. 
Perhaps you didn’t turn off that pornographic ad when it 
came across your phone screen. Maybe you didn’t comfort a 
friend struggling with depression because it would mean you 
had to relive your most painful moments.
Betrayal flows through our veins. Like Peter, we’re left to 
weep bitterly on the doorstep of failure. But this is not the 
end of the story. Jesus makes an interesting statement when 
he predicts Peter’s coming betrayal. He says:
“Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat. But 
I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And 
when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.” (Luke 
22:31-32, NIV)
Did you catch that? Jesus used the words “when you have 
turned back”…failure doesn’t have to be a permanent 
destination. You don’t have to live in the shadow of your 
shame for the rest of time. Jesus has paid the price to set you 
free and enable you to walk in victory.

Psalm 145:2 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – The Moment of Betrayal

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

“It’s never too late to become who you want 
to be. I hope you live a life that you’re proud 
of, and if you find that you’re not, I hope you 
have the strength to start over.” —F. Scott 
Fitzgerald 

Today’s Encouragement

The Lord is my strength and my song; he has 
become my salvation.
—Psalm 118:14

Jesus, thank You for the Cross! Thank You 
for holding onto me even when I fail. Please 
strengthen me. Help me to remember that 
failure isn’t fatal and it doesn’t get the last 
word. In Your name, Amen.
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Then they cried to the LORD in 
their trouble, and he saved 
them from their distress.

—Psalm 107:13

Paul and Barnabas were traveling and ministering to the 
Christian church. While they were on their mission, they 
invited John Mark along. Although little is known about this 
Biblical character, many believe that John was a young 
Christian who was still newer in the faith.
During their mission trip, John suddenly leaves. No 
explanation as to why is provided in Scripture. Perhaps an 
aging parent became ill. Maybe the family business came 
calling and John couldn’t say no. Perhaps he was unhappy 
with one of the missionaries. Whatever his reason, John Mark 
left.
Later, Barnabas reconnects with John and wants to bring him 
along on their next missions trip. Paul puts his foot down and 
the two argue so intensely over this that they eventually part 
ways.
What’s interesting though is Paul’s mention of John Mark 
years later in a letter to the Colossians. In Colossians 4:10, he 
says:
“My fellow prisoner Aristarchus sends you his greetings, as 
does Mark, the cousin of Barnabas. (You have received 
instructions about him; if he comes to you, welcome him.)”
Not only does he instruct the church to welcome John. He 
also mentions that John has been one of his comforters 
during his imprisonment (verse 11).
Sometimes, God calls us to give a second chance to a brother 
or sister in Christ. It’s a gift that God gives us every day and 
one He wants us to generously share with others.

Isaiah 42:9 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – The Gift of Second Chances

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

“Failure is the opportunity to begin again 
more intelligently.” —Henry Ford

Today’s Encouragement

But the Lord is faithful. He will establish you 
and guard you against the evil one.
—2 Thessalonians 3:3

God, help me to give a second chance to 
those around me. Remind me again that I 
need Your grace daily, hourly even. Let me 
be humble and kind to the John Marks in 
my life. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Let them give thanks to the LORD 
for his unfailing love and his 

wonderful deeds for mankind...
—Psalm 107:15

The news begins to spread among the disciples: Jesus has risen! 
When Jesus appears in the flesh, the news turns into a 
celebration. Joyous wonder envelops the group of His followers.

But remind just three days ago and you’d find anything but joy. 
There’s only pain. Suffering. The feeling of abandonment. The 
crushing weight of shame. The burn of the thorns. The sting of 
betrayal. The sound of flesh being ripped from bone. The bitter 
disappointment. The questions…
Why?! I thought I was following the Messiah… 
Was He who He said He was?

He was coming to restore Israel’s kingdom…what happened?
In moments like these, the questions swirl without answers. 
And you’re left feeling like this is the end. The end of your life. 
The end of everything good. The end of joy.

But perhaps that’s the paradox of the Crucifixion. What feels 
like the end is actually the beginning. The beginning of the Holy 
Spirit’s work. The birth of the church. The start of a beautiful 
eternity.

The next time the enemy whispers in your ear, “This is your 
end”, you remind him that so was the Cross…until three days 
later. This is the hope of Christians everywhere—that death 
does not have the final say. That death is not all powerful. That 
it isn’t a foe we have to fear. 
It’s just another new beginning.

Psalm 40:3 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Facing the End

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

“Your life does not get better by chance. It 
gets better by change.” —Jim Rohn

Today’s Encouragement

To every thing there is a season, and a time 
to every purpose under the heaven.
—Ecclesiastes 3:1

God, thank You for Jesus and His sacrifice. 
Because of it, I can live with hope and 
comfort. When all I can see is the end, 
please remind me once again that You have 
a knack for turning the end into a beautiful 
beginning. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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You may ask me for anything in my 
name, and I will do it.

—John 14:14

Isaiah 65:17 (Write Out)

Today’s Devotion – Notes for Reflection

Today’s Scripture

Today’s Prayer

“The heaviness of being successful was 
replaced by the lightness of being a beginner 
again, less sure about everything. It freed 
me to enter one of the most creative 
periods of my life.” —Steve Jobs

Today’s Encouragement

In his heart a man plans his course, but the 
Lord determines his steps
—Proverbs 16:9

God, thank you that right now I can enter 
into a new dawn, a fresh start. As the 
Month of January ends and February begins 
help me to walk forward in the new 
beginnings from this day. I bless you for new 
beginnings in Jesus’ name, Amen.
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